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BATMAN BLACK € WHITE #5 
MAIN COVER BY LEE WEEKS 











IT HAS BEEN SEVEN 
MINUTES SINCE OUR 
BROTHERS SOUNDED 
THE ALARM. 









THE DETECTIVE SAW 
THE ATTACK COMING, 
AS HE ALWAYS DOES. 






T DO NOT FEEL 
МУ FEET TOUCH 
THE ROOFTOPS. 


ТАМ RACING 
TOWARD My 
DESTINY. 
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1 HAVE BEEN TRAINING 
FOR THIS PRECISE 
MOMENT FOR MY 

ENTIRE LIFE. 





TIME SLOWS. 

















|| GROWS SHARP 
|| FOCUSED AS ANTICIPATION 
У | — MOUNTS WITHIN ME. 





ONE HIT 15 ALL THAT MATTERS. 
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1 HEAR THE а 





REM FA 





| INSTEAD HE MOVES 
WITH THE IMPACT, 
TURNING IT AGAINST 


I HAVE NEVER IN MY 
LIFE SEEN SOMEONE 


MOVE 50 
BEAUTIFULLY. 


ДО ፲ WATCH HIM TAKE 
BLOWS THAT WOULD 


ملا 


BE LETHAL, DELIVERED 
AGAINST AN ORDINARY 
MAN, BUT HE DOES 
NOT FLINCH. 










1 AM DWARFED BY HIM. BY HIS 
ES ЕКІ, BY HS ORAGE WERE T 
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e о АГ‏ 

x саў Ш ТАМ HERE WITH 
PFP СА А PURPOSE. 
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i Es 52. 
ЗЕ f BUT AS 
ፖ ^ 7 HE TURNS... 
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IN TIME FOR HIM 
TO UNDERSTAND. 
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WEARING HIM 

DOWN, HIT BY 

HIT, UNTIL HE 
FINALLY 
BREAKS. 


У. \ # 
и j \ / 
4 MY BLOW 15 ONE OF Ё 
4 THOUSANDS, IN À FIGHT 
THAT WILL LAST A 
GENERATION. 1 











AS 
CONSCIOUSNESS 
SLIPS FROM MY 

BODY, 1 
SUCCUMB 
TO PAIN AND 
EXHAUSTION. 
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IM WAITING > 
INSIDE OF 


~ 


у 
o MANY S 
MONSTERS. 


THERE IS ALWAYS AN 
UNKNOWN. WE FEAR IT. 


BREEDING ANXIETY. 


GOTHAM HAS ALWAYS 


ሻ| FACED UNCERTAINTY АТ 


ONE TIME OR ANOTHER. 


I HAVE, TOO, EVER 
SINCE MY CHILDHOOD 


“Ў THERE HAVE BEEN SO 


MANY STRUGGLES, 


4 LIKE GOTHAM STRUGGLES 
А NOW. TRANQUIL STREETS 


BELIE AN UNSEEN 


TINY, DEADLY MONSTERS 
STALK US, RIPING ON A 
FRIENDLY SMILE, OR A 
GENTLE TOUCH. 


BUT THE 
MONSTERS 
I KNOW ARE 
SOMETHING ELSE 
ENTIRELY. 
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SOMETIMES I WONDER 
Тш EXIST BECAUSE 


RELENTLESS, 
EXHAUSTING, 
y 


WE'VE 
NEVER FACED 
ANYTHING 


22 
LIKE THIS 
BEFORE. 





ITS 
| Faceless. 
||| IMPERSONAL. 


BUT LIKE 
ANY OTHER 
VILLAIN... 


„ИТ TAKES 
ADVANTAGE OF 
THOSE MOST 
VULNERABLE. 


POWERLESS 
AGAINST 
T. 


SINCE BEING 
FROZEN BY 
MY MOTHERS 
FALLING 
PEARLS. 





THAT'S 
THE THING 
I REMEMBER 
50 PROFOUNDLY 
FROM THAT 
NIGHT. 
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SCATTERED 
PEARLS IN 
TIMELESS 
SLOW 
MOTION. 
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THAT, I 
RESENT BEING 
POWERLESS, 


ТИЕ 
FOUGHT My 
ENTIRE LIFE IN 
REJECTION OF 
BEING THAT 
POWERLESS 
LITTLE 
BOY. 


IM 


NOT EVEN 
SURE Т KNOW 


Sa 











S WITH GHOSTS OF 


MADNESS... 











BECAUSE 
THIS NEW 
ENEMY 
CAN'T BE PUT 
DOWN WITH A 
FIST OR A 
BOOT. 


TIME 175 
OTHERS WHO. 
FIGHT FOR US 

IN WAYS 7 

CANNOT. 


I SALUTE THEM. AND I WAIT, 
SOMETHING ELSE WILL COME. 
IT'S INEVITABLE, THE VILLAINS 

I KNOW..THAT I'VE FACED 
ENDLESSLY YEAR AFTER YEAR... 
THEY'LL USE THIS. THEY'LL PLOT. 
ITS JUST A MATTER OF TIME. 


IT ALWAYS 15, 











AND ILL BE НЕКЕ 
STOP THEM FROM 
TO GREET THEM. ADDING TO 
ФОТНАМ% MISERY. 


NO MATTER 


ILL ALWAYS 
BE HERE, 


IT' THE LEAST 
1 CAN DO. 


мкл тәсі. 





I DIDN’T THINK TWICE ABOUT THROWING 
THE DUMMY UNDER THE TRAIN. I HAD TO BREAK 
|| THE VENTRILOQUIST FREE OF ITS CONTROL. 


STILL, WESKER’S SCREAMS WHEN HE SAW 
SCARFACE IN PIECES...LIKE ^ LOST CHILD. 4 
WELL, THAT’S FOR HIS DOCTORS TO VEAL WITH. 


—— 


1 
1 T 
TIRED, ACHING, EVERY MUSCLE 
IN MY BODY SHRIEKING LIKE 


2-3 SU E АУДИ 
22 THREE WEEKS SPENT CHASING ja if 
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THAT МАРМАМ, BOTH MY SYMPATHY ф | 
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SHOULD HAVE 
NOTICED THE 


B 
FRIGHTENED. е: 


EISEN 


FIRST THINGS FIRST. THESE Py 


NS TALIA AL EHUL TO 


Ж 
POSSIBLE. 4 








THEIR ATTACK STRATEGY 
16 MORE КАМРОМ THAN 
І REMEMBERED. 


NS 
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LIKE FLIES on Wa 
1 A WINDSHIELD. 


IF ANYONE KNOWS THE 
REASON FOR THIS 
ATTACK, IT’S HIM. 


THE IMPROMPTU 
ASSISTANCE 
FROM HIS LITTLE 
“COUSINS” ISN'T 
HELPING, EITHER. 





HE’S NOT BEING 
COOPERATIVE. 
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HIGH GROUND. 
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YOUR DEATH 
WILL GRANT US 
OUR DESTINY! 








WHAT DOES THE LEAGUE 
OF ASSASSINS HAVE TO 
GAIN FROM MY DEATH? 
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NPONINS STEALTH 

IN FAVOR OF A FAST 

AND BLOODY KILL. 
== « 


RS 
SS АВА А ۱ 


THESE ARE DEN 
MORE BRAWLERS PN 
THAN NINJAS... | 
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: 1 š NOT THAT ፲ INTEND 
: TO MAKE IT EASY 
Жегі FOR THEM. 
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МЕТ ROCKETS, 
ALIVE. 
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---SPECIFICALLY 
= VESICNEV TO 
DISRUPT THEIR 
2 RADAR. 
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ОЧЕ SURVIVAL 
А VEPENDS ON YOUR 
h DESTRUCTION! 





| STILL, I WAS QUITE 
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TO BE РКОТЕСТОК5, 
EREW EVER STRONGER 
INSIDE THEM. THEY DESIRED 
MORE THAN TO SIMPLY 
EXIST. 


GENERATIONS. E : 7 
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DISASREED 
WITH THEIR < سر‎ 
METHODS. <<< 
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І BELIEVE eu Vive 
YOU, TALIA. МУ 
, СМЕМ TIME, 
ON. AND STRONG GUIDANCE М Ae PIPAN WHO 
EROM A FEARLESS ! СЕ 
КЕТКАМЕР? PERSON THEY COULD š 
RESPECT. РО YOU 
INTEND TO...2 Vu 
CONTACT HIM. 
AFTER WE 
HELP ALERED, 
OF COURSE. 


“BATMAN, YOU AND TALIA WILL 

BE PLEASED TO KNOW THE = 

MAN-BATS HAVE COMPLETELY Кен و د دم‎ NE MNT n 
АРАРТЕР TO THEIR NEW HOME. БН N - ዕብ 


“THEY LOVE THE RAINFOREST 


1 “TRUE, THEY VIZ NEED ТО 
MASTER LESS LETHAL MEANS 


(Ca سي‎ 


A‏ ضر د 


Ve 


“BUT THEY HAVE PROVEN TO BE 
FAST LEARNERS, AND UNDER MY 
VIRECTION, CASUALTIES 
CONTINUE TO BE...MINIMIZEP. 


“I THINK THIS IS THE 
BEGINNING OF A BEAUTIFUL 
PARTNERSHIP.” 





The Interval They гір ту insides, 
My body hurts. My brain pulling them through 
struggles, driven by nausea... my mouth 
to invert me. 


-Lager to throw up all 
over these liquid 





ከም 
SISYPHUS 


EMMA RIOS writer & Artist 
STEVE WANDS tetterer 
DAVE WIELGOSZ editor 


To merge with me. 
То drink this... 












Decrepit 
and wounded. 


And yet, І contemplate the 


ያመ white disc... 本 


world still stokes 
the fires ] wish had 
faded along with the 
strength of these 
limbs. 


Grasping 
at memories they 
wish could slip 


መመ through twisted 
7 branches. 
г. 


If I've done 
enough to leave 


BT this world 0 
ጋው ж satiated... ыла» 
በመም вэ... 
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The Forest. 4 У”УТ 







The saplings 
would та, 
difficult for your 
brain to find its 
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My wrinkles 


are gone, but so 
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not-a-corpse. 


their blood. 3 





) 
р, 
v. 
Ag 













Ill walk these 
bones so others don’t 
meet themselves 

rotting. 
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The Pit. A human hand 
prevails. 


Its abyssal 
entrails kindly 
endorse the 
uncanny. 








The opposite 
bestows upon 
me delicate 
membranes. 


Testament to my 
vulnerability in 
the world where І 
was first born. 


А reborn me in the 
dawn of its existence... 


has been deprived of the 
shelter of not needing. 


A brand 
nonetheless, 
the unique 
acknowled- 
ment of an 
identity still 
uncertain... 





Í sprout back in the in-between, nourished 
by the gastric shadows. 
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Ж 15 va 
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Every new line traced is but another 


path to the starting point. 
neg Й never ends. 


The old man puts 
his mantle over my 
shoulders. 


“So others 
don 7 £ 2 м / 


Tin Ё The 
азы?” membrane 
2 entítles 
me. 
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THEY SAY 
HE'S IN THERE 
WITH A DEAD 


COP AND ONE 
KIDNAPPED 
GIRL. 

















NO MOVEMENT, 
NO NOISE. 


2 ТНІМК--2 
ALWAYS THINK-- 
MAYBE THIS IS 
GOING TO BE 
THE TIME I ФЕТ 
THERE TOO 
LATE. 





IT TAKES 
TIME TO 
| WORK IN 

| DARKNESS. 





SLOW 15 
SMOOTH, 
SMOOTH 
IS FAST. 





вит 

SOMETIMES 
NOT FAST 

ENOUGH. 


ITS WARMER 
INSIDE. LIVED-IN 
NOT WHAT 1 WAS 

EXPECTING. 


ІТ TROUBLES 
ME THAT Т 
DON’T KNOW 


2 EN. 
COPE en 
KEIN 
ER, 


1 KNOW 
INSTANTLY THAT I'VE 


: 

b. 
45 
ча 
з= 
VUE 
፳፳ 
፪9 
ጻ 

= 





©ТАУ HERE. STAY 
QUIET. WHEN THE 
FIGHTING STARTS, 
YOU GET DOWN AND 
STAY DOWN UNTIL 
I COME FOR 
you. 


UNDER- 
STAND? 


MELANIE? 
DIDIA SAY SOME- 
THING? 





ENOUGH, 
WAYLON. YOU 
AND I BOTH KNOW 
HOW THIS ENDS. 
HOW IT ALWAYS 
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THAT WAS UNNECESSARY. THIS HAPPENS 
HE'S NOT GETTING AWAY-- * SOMETIMES. THE 
THE POLICE HAVE THIS PLACE KIDNAPPED 
SURROUNDED. PERSON STARTS TO 
EMPATHIZE WITH THE 
KIDNAPPER-- 


BUT I 
HAVEN'T BEEN 
KIDNAPPED. 


HE LEFT A 
DEAD BODY 
IN THE LIVING 

ROOM. 


YEAH. 
WELL. NOBODY'S | 
PERFECT. Ai 


WE'RE NOT GETTING 
ANYWHERE THis WAY. 
LET'S GO. 


LEAVING ME 
TO WONDER 
WHAT НЕ SAID 
TO HER. WHAT 
THEY SAID TO 


OUTSIDE. 
I'LL LET THE 
POLICE DECIDE 
WHETHER YOU'RE 
AN ACCESSORY 
AFTER THE 


HE WAS NICE TO ME. 
LET ME HAVE A PLACE TO 
STAY. MADE SURE I GOT 
A WARM MEAL AT THE 
END OF THE DAY. NEVER 
ASKED ANYTHING 
FROM ME EXCEPT 
TO TALK. 





MY CONCERN? MY 
CONCERN TI d 


you ФЕТ 
ТО TAKE OFF YOUR 
COWL AT THE END 
OF THE DAY AND BE 


WHAT DO 
I GET? НИН? 


HE GETS 
THE FIRST 
PART 


YOU LET HER GO/ SHE'S GOT 
NOTHIN’ TO 00 WITH ANYTHING, š 


You UNDERSTAND? 


SHES 
NO LONGER YOUR 


— à 
A, 


ч 4 
te 
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WAYLON ! LISTEN TO ME / ሙ= 
IT WASN'T THE MAN 


IT WAS THE 


HE'S WRONG 
ABOUT THE 
SECOND PART, 
THOUGH. 


; 
HE'S WRONG 


ABOUT WHAT LIES 
UNDERNEATH. 





And there was a 
widow in that 
city; 


There was in a city a 4 £ EP rit, she came 
judge, which feared Ў S , unto hin, 
not God, neither 7 7 ^". saying, 

regarded man. ና ? 


And he would 


" V EN 
see The Unjust bi: not for a while: 


but afterward 


Judge IQ f he said within ; 


E 


himself, 


том KING |. Writer 
MITCH GERADS +. Artist 
CLAYTON COWLES ...Letterer 


ANDY KHOURI ...Editor 


NN "Yet 7; 
"Though I 28 \ because 
fear not God, EF (~ this widow. # 
“¿nor regard m ў troubleth 
man; Š \ “s me, I will 
: avenge. 
her, 


"Lest by her 
continual coming 
she weary me.” 





HELLO! HELLO, 
CAN YOU HEAR ME?! 
FATHER! 


HELLO”. < 


I'M ABOVE you! 
THE CATHEDRAL HAS 
COLLAPSED/ 


PLEASE! LET 
ME HEAR YOUR 
VOICE! 


ІРІ CAN HEAR 
YOUR VOICE, 1 CAN 
FIND you! 


CAN YOU 
HEAR ME?! SAY 


А SOMETHING! 


DON'T GIVE 
IN! IF YOU САМ 
M HEAR ME, І САМ 
GET TO YOU! 


175 NOT 


TOO LATE! JUST 
. SPEAK! 


ARE YOU ALL 
RIGHT?! ARE YOU 
INJURED?! 





WELL... AFFECTIONS 
VAIN. 4 


FULL OF, 
PLEASURE, FULL 
OF PAIN; 


E " ጋ ጋ кн Š Ç k Mau 
HOME AND... р : POOR EYES 
FRIENDS AND... ያ й ۸۳ 
KINDRED... KINDRED : ao 
ED, KI Я FAST, 


DIMMER ` 
no و‎ * WHEN... WHEN 


NOW 1 THE LIGHT...NOW NEXT..NEXT AGAIN 
LOOK,,.I LOOK... "TIS. THICK... 2 І.І SEE, WHAT А 
ON YOLL...M DESCENDING SIGHT... AWAITETH 
MY LAST... NIGHT. ME. 2 





HEAR You! 
THANK YOU! 


THE FLOOR... 
YOUR CEILING'S 
THICK! 


BUT THE 
MARBLE... THE HEAT 
WEAKENED THE 
STRUCTURE! 


„Ай 
ALONE... 


RIGHT! гм 
COMING DOWN : 
NOW! WE'LL 
HAVE YOU 
Й| OUT OF HERE 
|] SOON! YOU'RE 
GOING TO BE 
FINE! 


Ў HERE! HOLD 
М ON! 


I'M GETTING 
THROUGH! PLEASE 
JUST HOLD ONS 





y THE 
CHILDREN GOT 
OUT. I TRIED TO 
TELL YOU BEFORE 
YOU CAME 
BACK IN. 


FATHER, 1 CAN'T 
TREAT THESE 
WOUNDS HERE. I 
DON’T HAVE THE 
EQUIPMENT. 


IF 2 LEAVE 
YOU, 1 CAN COME 
BACK. IT POSSIBLE 
THE BLEEDING HASN'T 
3 SPREAD. : 


IT'S... IT'S 
POSSIBLE...1... 
IT WON'T TAKE...LONG. 


ГБ. 
YOU'VE... YOU'RE... 
VERY HURT, 
РАТИЕЕ...І... 


I DON’T 
KNOW IF 1 CAN 
MOVE YOU, 
FATHER. 


ARE THE 
Й CHILDREN... 
THERE WAS A... 
ARE ALL THE 
CHILDREN... 


NO, NO, ; 
NO, PLEASE. | 
©ТАУ. 
THE LIGHT 
15 РМ AND...AND... 
FALLING... 


AND 1 DO 
NOT WANT TO 
BE ALONE IN 

THE DARK. 





I SAW YOU. SAW YOU... RUNNING 
TO HELP... WENT IN ТО... 


I WAS 
SUPPOSED TO FIND 
YOU. EVERYTHING I AM. 
I’M SUPPOSED TO 
SAVE PEOPLE. FATHER, 


51 2 CAN'T SAVE | 
S you. 


WHY... 
ARE YOU 
| SORRY? 


7 HIS 15 
аа NOT...WE ARE МОТ 
кос. № EL ٢ DIVINE... 
б > ч 


I HAVE AN ( 
OATH. 1 TOOK I FAILED 
| AN OATH, ON МУ THEM. AND 
A MOTHER AND FATHER, You. 
ON THEIR NO...NO, 
YOU.. DON’T... 
UNDERSTAND... 
УЁТ... 


1...YOU CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND. 





CANNOT 
SAVE...ME... YOU 
CANNOT SAVE... 

ANYONE 

FROM... 


| BUT...WHEN... 
WHEN I WAS... 


AFRAID... 


YOU HELD... 
YOU HELD MY HAND... 
MY SON. 


THAT... THAT 
15 NOT P-PAILURE... 
THAT IS... 











“р-ро YOU..DO YOU Е 
KNOW...KNOW OF THE... 
UNJUST JUDGE?” 





7) "WHY DOES THE SON...COMPARE 
^) THE...THE FATHER TO A...MAN WHO 
WILL...NOT LISTEN? 


“WHO... THINKS 
OF НІ6 FLOCK AS 
AN. ANNOYANCE, 


WHO JUST WANTS... 


QUIETUDE NOT 
JUSTICE. 


“EVERY PRAYER...TO HIM 15 
SOMEONE HE...HE HAS FAILED. 
IT 15 HIS CHILD IN...IN PAIN. 


“ONLY IN OUR... . SILENCE... ONLY 
IN OUR... RA ONTENTMEN Ti 


“FROM 
LUKE? 
YES. 





“BAD JUDGE GETS TIRED 
OF HEARING A WINDOWS 
COMPLAINTS SO HE 











“I USED TO... 
IN MY WEAK 
MOMENTS...I 
WOULD.... CURSE 
HIM. FOR THIS 
STORY. 


#15 THIS WHAT... 

WE ARE THEN... 

ALL OUR...OUR 
PRAYERS, 15 THIS 
WHAT...HE SEEKS? 


“YES, THAT 16... 
GOOD...YES. BUT... 
1 AM TIRED... 


sd ME REST 


DOES WHAT SHE WANTS. 


“SUPPOSED TO 
BE ABOUT PRAYER. 
KEEP PRAYING AND 

EVENTUALLY 

YOU'LL GET IT." 


“BUT FINALLY, NOW... JUST NOW... 
І KNOW...IT. HE 15...SICK,..HE 15 TIRED 
OF OUR PLEAS, YES. 


“THOUGH HE 
LISTENS...THOLIGH HE 
LISTENS... 


“HE DOES.. NOT 
WANT 676 
{ OUR PRAYERS... FOR 
M HEHE KNOWS. 
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٠١ THE LIGHTS OF | 
GOTHAM CITY, 


A BOMB SENT 
OUT А POWERFUL 下 
-: ELECTROMAGNETIC ` 
| PULSE. 


Z LOST ALL POWER, AL 
. CONTROL--JUST AS ГР 
: CAUGHT UP WITH JOKERS 
GETAWAY CAR. 


WAS IT 
NUCLEAR? 
ТЭМЭЭ 


5 OR А MASSIVE FLUX 2 188 
COMPRESSION > 
GENERATOR? е 


۸ 








ий i 
| EITHER WAY, 
Z HAVE AMORE 
IMMEDIATE 
PROBLEM, 














GABRIEL HARDMAN & CORINNA BECHKO WRITERS 
GABRIEL HARDMAN ARTIST TROY PETERI LETTERS 
BEN ABERNATHY AND DAVE WIELGOSZ EDITORS 


ES 


Z PONT KNOW 
HOW LONG Т 
WAS 7 





уы ХАР, 


` BUT JUPEING BY HOW MUCH THE WATER 
AS LONG AS AN HOUR. 


< neh ид В እ. 2 


THE REBREATHER AND MOST EVERYTHING 
' ELSE ON MY BELT 15 FINNED OUT OF 
" Ч REACH. OR FOSSIBLY CRUSHED. 



















IF 1 САМ 
CONTAINMENT WALL, THE GUNS 

WINCH MIGHT LIFT THE BATMOBILE 
ENOUGH TO FREE ME. 


Е E 2 7 3 7 


APPARENTLY, GOTHAM'S CRUMBLING З naa We 
INFRASTRUCTURE WAS NO MATCH FOR |: 
THE 2012 2 CONCUSSIVE POWER. U MEHA си መ 




















BUT 
ዝ IS JUST 
Тоо боор, ІШІ 
my ፲ CAN'T LET Y. 
THE SHOW END 
1 So QUICKLY, | 
BATMAN 


NO, FROM WHAT Т HEAR THIS WAS SOME BORING 
| PARAMILITARY МИТОВ, EXACTLY Te KIND OF GUY 
S = ( = | ሀ COUL а DOWN IN A HEARTBERT IF 
JUST ТО GET |, ° m > | You Wee EN’T...WELL, YOU KNOW. 
TO ME? ў MOST O 7 


BUT I DONT DO 
THIS. COME ON, AN 
ELECTROMRENENG 
PULSE BOMB? 


50... 
STERILE. | 


NOW ALL ME? AFTER 
THE {Киш се I WRAPPED MY CAR 
ARE TAKING AROUND К LAMPPOST AND 
юке ROBBING, CLEVERLY SUSSED OUT THE 
E ща Дни 4 ДО ON THE GROUND, 





EMPTED TO ТОМ 
IN THE FUN BUT... 





























„1 TUST THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE SO MUCH 
MORE EOS To 


COME BACK AND 
WATCH YOU SLOWLY 
DROWN. 6, 


THINK | 
THAT'S GONNA 
Wogk? A 


1 HAVE To | A se esc 
| А я | Л N | уз S ALS; 
| чаў ۱ ФА N 


С АРМИТ, THAT'S 
ROMANTIC cestuec, WP 
2227 MINA NAS . 
оф سر‎ А IN ከ ስ 


(d 
TER ALL, 
$ NOT 


: ТНАТ | 
У SPILLWAY 15 ON THE 
VERGE OF COLLAPSE. 
IF WE WORK 
TOGETHER, WE CAN 
BOTH GET OUT OF 
HERE ALIVE, 





CAN WALK ` 


4 У! 
፳፲ SAME COIN, YIN AND Үй 
19505 POP-FREUDIAN 
TAKE ON OUR 
"RELATIONSHIP." 
А 





NOT OPTIMAL. VN 
BUT MAYBE... 








114 — 
I HA 
NIGHT AHEAD OF ME. 
ALOT OF FIRES TO · 
| PUT OUT. BUT I REEL ' 
HIM IN ANYWAY. 


BETTER ТО QT E | 4 YoU ОЩЕ 
LOSE. : ТУР | | ME GETTING 
че : = И | VE 0 “ЖЕ You 








ВАТМАК: 


by DUSTIN WEAVER 


TODD KLEIN: ANDY KHOURI: 
letters editor 


4 7 ay Z 
ም 0 


7 7 


my -4 nias; - 2 
а 
y ч Ky 


айы? Х-.4 
же КЕ 
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IT APPEARS TO BEA 
VERY OLD BUSINESS CARD. 




























THE ВАТ 18 TITANIUM WHITE, ከሚመ" 8 
SIMILAR TO LIQUID PAPER „АЕ ') 
OR WITE-OUT. وکټ‎ 
REMOVED W 
THE PAINT LAYER 
72 9 AND FOUND THE 
9 16 W CARD ONCE 
f í BELONGED TO 
AN EWAN 
: BRYCE... 
\ ኣኣ мо ps 
THE BUSINESS HE 
ሃሪ BELONGED TO WAS 
| % | 二 WAYNE СО. y No 
"| Ми Ё Dj T 
MA еә | 
= | 5 | & | 
=, ዘ ላሪ @ 178 
21 || WAYNE : PERPLEXING, 
| y CO. THAT IS SO 1 » SIR. I CAN FIND 
| { OLD. THE COMPANY 
HASN’T USED THAT 
== y ГОД NAME SINCE BEFORE ве 
š 18 26 I WAS BORN. WHAT 
| =. хэм DO WE HAVE 
m 12 د‎ а ON EWAN 
а ў REA | Балы: BRYCE? 
КЎ መመ HEN у 
EA (а || AAN 
o E 





| SIR, THAT YOU 
ARE THE VICTIM 
OF IDENTITY 






& HOUSE HAS 
FOUR WALLS | 


ЈУ $ AND THE ROOMS 


INSIDE HAVE 
FOUR --борр; 


YOU CAN LAND МУ) 
_ WAY, BRUCE! 4 


y ND 
PEACEFULLY 
AND, WE'LL WORK 
| SOMETHING 
Ё Ойт. 














HN 














WELCOME 
HOME, SON, 





BATMAN BLACK € WHITE #6 


VARIANT COVER BY JASON FABOK 





УУЛ 





3 





“HE BATMAN 


GOTHAM CITY, 
WHERE THE SMELL 
OF GARBAGE AND 
PUTRID WASTE IN 

ITS STREETS IS 
AS DEEP AS THE 
SMELL OF FEAR. 


FOUR WEEKS SINCE THE FIRST CRIME. 
THREE UECAPITATEU BODIES AND ONE 
CLUELESS POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


SOME SAY THIS 
PLACE IS HELL. 
BUT HELL IS FIRE 
AND BRIMSTONE, 
THIS CITY 15 
FRIGID AND ROT, 


E I DIO NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY № 
WERE ABLE TO BEAT МЕ ТО IT-- ፻፪ 


~ 


DEN 


I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A NIGHT 
OF WATCHING AND WAITING WHEN A 
POLICE CAR PROWLING MORTIMER'S 


--АМО CAPTAIN 
PLACE CHANGED МУ PLANS. 


GORDON HAD NOT 
ЖІ TOLD ME ANYTHING, 


The Devil 5 





in tke Detail. Octobe: 24, 1949 - Monday 
о ра 59 | 







co ей . 


BUT I HAD A NAME, DICK MORTIMER. 0 


deme m Y nn 


IT JUST COST ME TWO NIGHTS, TEN 
BARS, THIRTEEN ALLEYWAYS, AND SEVEN 


in the Detail. October 25, 1949 - Tuesday 


SO WHAT 
THE HELL WERE 
THOSE COPPERS 
DOING THERE? 


“ef y praeq :s1on2]/19nay [A 


eae :зоиря 


IT WAS TIME TO ТАКЕ 
A CLOSER LOOK. 


THE BATMAN Tne Devil Is 





ALL THE LIGHTS : 
IN THE APARTMENT 
WERE OUT-- М 


| DOOR WAS LOCKED 
FROM THE OUTSIDE. 


THE BATMAN The Devil Is 


I FOUND MORTIMER 
IN HIS BEDROOM. 


SUS HUXLEY APEAND 





in the Detail. 





October 27, 1949 


IT SEEMED ІТ WAS SAFE 
TO GO IN AND RUMMAGE 
AROUND ALITTLE. 


د 





* Thursday 





Friday 
гэг 


с ze. 
--NOR TRACE 
OF HIS HEAD. | 
ይ” 





ЕНЕ BAYMAN 





I WAS 
TRYING 
TO DECIDE 
IF I SHOULD 
TALK TO THE 
POLICE WHEN 
CAPTAIN 
JAMES 


GORDON 
MADE MY 
DECISION 
FOR ME. 


THE BATMAN 


“SATANIC OR NOT, 
NOBODY HERE 
CARES ABODT ONE 
SCUMBAG KILLING 
OTHERS. 








The Devil Is 


WE HAVE NO 
WEAPON. 


THE FINGERPRINT 
EXPERTS HAVEN'T 
TURNED UP ANYTHING 
А WE COULD USE. 


WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 
CHECKEO NO SIGN 
OF A FORCED 
ENTRY. 


The Devil Is 














— 
“RAY, ROUSSOS, “THEY ALL HAD THERE WAS A 

SPRANG, AND NOW NARCOTICS CHARGES, POLICE DETAIL AT 

MORTIMER... SCORE-SETTLING, MORTIMER'S HODS| 
MOST LIKELY.” WHEN I ARRIVED 

I WAS ТОО FAS 

AND IT WAS ТО 

FOR ME TO SEE / 


ELSE BEFORE Т 
BUTI РО мот! 
ІТ WAS BY CHA 


in the Detail. October 31, 1949 - Monday 















THE COMMISSIONER [5 
NOT REALLY INTERESTED 
IN WASTING DEPARTMENT 

TIME AND MEANS WITH 

THIS CASE. 


WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU WAITING 
FOR, CAPTAIN? 








FOR EVIDENCE. 
AND ORDERS. 







in the Detail. November 1, 1949 - Tuesday 






I TRUST YOU BUT I DO NOT 
REALLY TRUST YOUR KIND. 
NOT THAT LONG AGO YOU 

ALL WERE SHOOTING 
AT MY CAPE. 














AS YOU KNOW, 
WE'VE ALWAYS AD ል 
FEW ROTTEN APPLES 

IN THE DEPARTMENT. 


2 AWAY 
> DARK 

ANYTHING 
HEY LEFT 
BELIEVE 
INCE. 









ТЧЕ BATMAN The Devil Is 








A FIFTH HEADLESS BODY 
WAS FOUND ON THE LAST 
MORNING. DR. BURNLEY. 


AS A RENOWNED PSYCHIATRIST 
HIS STATUS GOT ENOUGH 
TRACTION TO JUMP THE NEWS. 





THE BAYMAN The Devil Is 









PAINTED SYMBOLS, THEFIVE | T بابک‎ Bug £5 IT ALL POINTED TO 
MURDERS COMMITTED EACH p. e ANCIENT CONJURING 
TUESDAY AROUND TEN PM.-- PF Ха» 









ЕК1МО5Т 
Demon of | 
Presides ov 
Stirs up fig 
He is conju 
He appears 
dark, almo: 


THESE A 
TRENDING FOR 
AROUND 1 





in the Detail. November 3, 1949 - Thursday 
Ка л гү: ጋም : 4 9 =з ЊЕ CH 


THEN THE COMMISSIONER WOULD 
BE FORCED TO AT LEAST PRETEND 
HE CARED ABOUT THE CASE. 





November 5, 1949 - Saturday 












THESE CHEAP 
RITUALS ALWAYS 
HAD THE NUMBER 

SEVEN AROUND 
THEM-- SEVEN 
SPIRITS, KINGS, 
DEMONS, OR DAYS 
OF THE WEEK... 


(alias Namroth ər Na 
revenge and destructi 
er all acts requiring c 
hting, can intervene 9 


«THAT MEANT I 
COULD EXPECT AT 

LEAST ANOTHER 

TWO CORPSES. 


‚in the form of a tall 
st black. Не has horns 


CTIVITIES HAD BEEN 
YEARS IN ELITIST CIRCLES [1 
HE WHOLE COUNTRY. ipi 


den 
М BUT ONE THING 
WORRIED ME-- 


E 





THE BATMAN 





ІТ WAS A MOONLESS NIGHT. TREES 
AND BUSHES WOULD BE ENOUGH ТО 
HIDE ME UNLESS I SHOWED A LIGHT. 


І DROVE THE 
TWENTY-OUU 
MILES TO THE 
COMMISSIONER'S 
FANCY HOUSE, 
ARRIVING AT THE 
TIME I KNEW 
THEY'U GATHER, 


NINE O'CLOCK 
THAT NIGHT. 





THE BATMAN The Devil Is 


THE COMMISSIONER HAS 
STARTED THE RITUAL. 


ALL SEVEN SACRIFICES THERE 15 F RIMOST 

FOR THE (0275 OF HELL HOPE FOR 15 COMING! 
WILL BE COMPLETED А GOTHAM 
TONIGHT. / . 





in the Detail. 





in the Detail. 





November 28, 1949 - Monday 


AY 






DARKNESS WAS 
WHAT I NEEDED. 


November 29, 1949 - Tuesday 





TAKE IT EASY, GENTS. 
I WANT EVERY DOOR 
ANO WINDOW 

COVERED-- 


GOTHAMIS SAVED! 
GOTHAM 15 SAFE! 


IT 15 SAID THERE IS МО 
TRAP SO DEADLY AS THE ONE 
YOU SET FOR YOURSELF. 


THE BATMAN The Devil Is 





THE BATMAN 


7 RANAS, 





I KICKED THE LAST ONE AGAIN 

TO MAKE SURE HE WASN'T FAKING, | 
THEN SEARCHED HIS POCKET FOR № 
WHAT X KNEW WOULD BE THERE. 


THE ELEMENT | 
SURPRISE WAS G 





in the Detail. December 1, 4949 - Thursday 


















Saturday 


--BUT I 
Ё COULDN'T HEAR 
жалан ANYTHING FOR 
ју zy ጵ! THE MOMENT 
4; # x EXCEPT BLOOD 
KU + SINGING IN MY 
Ë ; Я e 5 : HEAD. 
я 2 T IF I WAS 
1] “У RIGHT, 1 
Ў 1 > DIDN'T HAVE 
4468” Ё Silo. MUCH TIME 
7: 2» У LEFT, 
г دل‎ 5 


1 KNEW THAT 


BULLET WOUND 
WOULD HEAL-- 


THE BATMAN ‘The Devil Is 


“CONJURO ET CONFIRMO SUPER VOS, 

ANGELI FORTES ET SANCTI, PER NOMEN 

YA, HE, VA, НУ, HA, AN, АЈЕ, EL, АУ ELIBRA, 
Ю ELOHIM, ET PER NOMINA IPSIUS ALTI DEI. 


"ET PER NO 
QUAE E 





THE BATMAN The Devil Is 





ET PER NOMINA QUOD PRO ME 
ADONAY, DEI VIVI LABORES, ET AUIMPLEAS 
ET VERI. OMNEM МЕАМ PETITIONEM, 
5 JUXTA MEDM VELLE ЕТ 
VOTUM MEUM-- 


in the Detail. 


"ET PER NOMINA 
PRAEDICTA CONJURO 
SUPER TE, SAMAEL-- 


MEN STELLAE, 
ST MARS, 





in the Detail. 


--IN 
NEGOTIO 
ET CAUSA 

MEA. 








December 6, 194% - Tuesday 


en "--АМбЕГЕ MAGNE, 
ын QUI PRAEPOSITUS 
ES (ЛЕ! MARTIS." 


December 7, 1949 - Wednesday 


THE BATMAN The Devil 13 





FRIMOST! 
O FRIMOST. 


I CONSTRAIN 
THEE TO REMAIN FIRM 
AND STABLE. 


NOT TO 
LEAVE FROM 
HERE UNTIL 
THOD HAST 


ACCOMPLISHED 
THY WILL. 


THE BATMAN The Devil Is 


GOTHAM 
15 SAVED! 


GOTHAM 15 
SAFE NOW. 





in the ፲/618.. December 8, 1929 - Thursday 


TAKE Ч“ p 
THE BLOOU OF 


THIS VICTIM THAT I 
SACRIFICE IN THY 
HONOR. 





THERE 
IS NO WAY 


TIME TO OUT-- 


STOP THIS 
MADNESS. 





in the Detail. December 9, 1949 > Friday 


a 





--I HAD ARRIVED 
AT A DEAD END. 








VARIANT COVER BY GABI 





SOMETIMES YOU 5 ‚. THING 19, WHEN YOU 
START TO QUESTION š " FINALLY ФЕТ AROLIND 
THE CHOICES YOU'VE 7١ TO QUESTIONING 

MADE IN LIFE. SA STUFF, IT’S USUALLY 
: ۸ TOO LATE. 


YEAH. TOO 
DAMN LATE. 


WHOA, 
4 | А 3 J DEFINITELY HOLD UP...! | 
THROUGH THIS...I'M 22 / ÑOS "| GONNA HAVE J 
GONNA HAVE CTE. | | Y CTE. 





THE CAVALRY 


JOHN RIDLEY Writer OLIVIER COIPEL Artist 











THE IGLOO Ваз. 
PENGUIN'S EX-HENCHMEN 
WHO FORMED THEIR 
OWN GANG AFTER THE 
MAGISTRATE TOOK 
OUT PENGUIN . 


DERON BENNETT Letters 
BEN ABERNATHY & DAVE WIELGOSZ Editors 













THEY'RE RACIST, 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT, 
ANARCHISTS, AND ALL- 
AROUND Ф#/%%@ 
PEOPLE. 


WHO THE 
HELL 19 THIS 
#ወዌሩ/#፦ 


PEOPLE ARE 
TAKIN' OVER 
EVERYTHING. 








THEY'RE TRAFFICKING 
GHOST GUNS. THEY 
KIDNAPPED A COP. AND 

THEY'RE TRYING TO 
KILL ME. 


HEY, YOU GOT 

ANY MORE METH? Ys 

IGN TA STARING то ES 
CRASH. 





WHAT'S 
ИР, BOY? WHY 
YOU FAKIN’ 
LIKE YOU'RE 
BATMAN? 


IAM 
BATMA-- 


YOU AIN'T 
BATMAN. 1 SEEN 
BATMAN WHEN Т 

WAS WORKING 
FOR PENGUIN. 


KICKED BY 
BATMAN. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GRINNIN’ 
ABOUT? 


YOU AIN'T 
NOTHING BUT 

THE HIRED 

HELP. 
IF ГРА 
KNOWN THAT, 
YOU'DA BEEN DEAD 
: А LOOOONG 
TIME AGO. 








THERE WERE \ (С Pr 
| | ALL KINDS OF 


NT SXOF THESE EX | 
GUYS GUARDING ~ ALL you | ٩ WAYS TO 67 
2 PEOPLE. IF THAT'S 


WHAT 
THE COP. HAD TO РО WAS | қ 
Š THE BEST YOU 


TOOK YOU у F 
$0 LONG? Ë DISTRACT THIS |) y 
1 5 CAN COME UP 


УОитку 
GETTING BEAT IN 
THE HEAD WITH A 

CROWBAR FOR 
TEN MINUTES. 


KILL ‘EM 
BOTH! 


\ 


SHOULD USE ملا‎ I DON'T GET WHY Y 
GUNS | I WE HAVE TO HAVE 
; "n "A PRINCIPLES WHEN 


THERE ARE 
SINTEEN OF 
А ТНЕМ. 


ONLY SIX 
ARE TRAINED IN 
HAND-TO-HAND 

COMBAT. 


THE FOUR TO 

THE FAR LEFT 

ARE WHACKED 
ON DRUGS. 


THEIR LEADER'S 
EX-MILITARY, HE'S 
THE BIGGEST is : ው 
THREAT. - | з OH, 
NR NO, NO. HIM 
; AND ME...WE'VE 
GOT SOME 
RECONCILING 


COOL. 
YOU TAKE 
HIM, 1 GOT 
THE REST. 














YEAH. WHY 
DON'T YOU 
TRY THAT 
AGAIN? 


“CAUSE 
YOU PROBABLY 
| COULD HAVE BACKED 
OFF ON YOUR GUY 
ABOUT ӘХ OR 
EIGHT PUNCHES 
SOONER. 


TOLD 
YOU--WE HAD 
SOME THINGS 

TO WORK 

OUT. 





ЖАААМ, 
THIS WAS NOTA 
©ООР IDEA. 


HEY, IF 
YOU'RE FEELING 
GUILTY ABOUT GOING | 
OVERBOARD ON SOME L 
FASCIST, COP- 
KILLING-- 


YOU AND ME DOING \ 
THIS BAT-THING. ۴ 
SOMETHING WERE TO 
HAPPEN TO BOTH OF 
US, MOM AND DAD 
: WOLILD-- 


WOULDN'T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO WITH 
THEMSELVES 'CAUSE 
THEY LOVE US, 
BUT THEY HATE 

MASKS. 


LOOK, OUR 
FAMILY... WE'RE JUST 
CAUGHT UP IN BAT- 

NONSENSE. 


DAD WAS MAKING 
WEAPONS FOR HIM. 
MOM WAS WRITING 
LAWS AGAINST HIM. 

LUKE WANTED TO BE 

LIKE HIM, AND 

ТАМАРА... 


BUT 
THING 15, 
JACE, WE DON'T [ 
CONTROL OUR 
DESTINIES. 


ALL WE CAN 
DO IS LIVE UP 
ТО ЕМ. 





(77 
111 400111: OF 
JORNS 


Bilquis Evely 
Writer € Artist 
Aditya Bivikar Letters 


“ЕЕ: > Ка Dave Wielgoss Editor 


с 


The uncontrollable у 
has taken power. 4 
: Ч 


= 
S 

















А 
Entering minds, 
converting decayed | 
emotions into pure 


insanity. Removing the 


nauseating human ٢ 
presence from my 


1 closed the gates to 
their memories, like 
a fog amongst trees 
цг ec 


په 
SN‏ 
N, N‏ 


4 No one can remember the Aii, 
way to this place. 
ГАЈ 
7# ў Ба 


ў уоште у 
aforbidden 
domain. 


warning 
STOR 
] ша 





| I cant connect with his brain 5-3 


like other living things. He keeps 
coming, opening the way. ) . 


H ch bringing back | 
* invasive memories. | 


All those beautiful constructions, 
|| raised by talented and curious minds. 


And from that moment on, 
I couldn't understand it PR 
well, but something started |0 


Im not afraid ха 
to tell you that 1 don't 
know how you can 
trespass in my domain. 


| Reminding me of a time when 
I was only an Ivy climbi 
inside an explosion of life. 


ኸ n quickly ገ 


organized 


themselves. way through 
nature. 


people are 


^ all the same... 
SELFISH. 


ІС” «өм 


N Then people started 

Су coming and at first... 4 
AN 1 truly loved them. 

% << hm 2 > 


ው 


Their devotion became 

a city, and it was like 

a piece of art, 1 loved |, 
it, as much as the 
nature itself. 


part of me, 


in a way. 2 


Because 
1 can pierce 
your trifle 
flesh. 





| T....ghrr...tried to give them || 1 


| all the resources І could. 
ХҮ 
d ut they started, 
دنا‎ | digging, taking 
- | treasures for free. 


251 1 felt an inexplicable 
M desperation over- 
coming me. 


І don't think they knew 

what they wanted to and 

they were never satisfied. 142 
(Қ 


And we only 
accept we are 
exposed when 

it's too late, 

don't we? 


ЖҰ 
98 /25 27 
«ff, (^. " 


ሪጋ 


መጎ An ache which made ЕЭ 
-] my body explode. ў І 


ረ 





[WS 9 хі LN 
ДИ my veins gushed unbelievable 
power against these people who 
believed they had control. 


X 


Maybe you 
heard stories 
about a poisoned 
dryad who once 
banned people-- 2 а 
A Something about سک‎ 
221 him is dragging me. 2 

f 


= [Д 1 1) 
“Z| He keeps reminding me of ja 
/ all the things 1 have lost. : 


Those things 1 now 
desperately yearn for. J, 


) 


/ But still...1 can't 
see into his mind. 
) Why?! ٢۴٨ 

#/ 3 


FORR-GIVE 

Me, BUT... ў 
Т Mary your mind my way, 

> 1 will find another. ) 





MU AW 
My chest is burning even more as 
the life escapes his eyes and runs 
down his veins into mine. ” 
Яа sa | 


9 “мі 
Me, 
"NEN 


l. е? 


ቺኳ 


ቅ \ 


ANY He brought it ЖЫШ 
back tome... Ё 


\ 


Ж ay He brought me 
what these people 
dug out of me. 





г. d ፲ 4 3 А, : 
Ë ( МЕ : ሠ МА, 
Back where it belongs. К 1 couldn't reach him peruse | 
፡- oU was carrying this part of W 
٧ V ~S Y P me. And it led him back to me. | 


Я After along time, 
I begin to under- 
stand what occurred, 
unraveling the 
* | confusion of it all. 
But for now... 





f 
#2 
(i 


> г: € 


E уч у 


Wat | 
f 
2 


Ze 297 


7 


22 
ES 


( 








While an intense wave 
of refresh and life in 
amusement, took down | 
all the tormented | 
tangles, as my mind 

4 became clear. 1 


226. 


And then, he stared at | 
me for a moment, as 
someone who knows 
too much to feel guilt. 
With a slight nod, he 
quietly departed... 


ай 
7 
хм 
| ў N 
E 200 
ai Ay 
Na 
SS 
a 


ў 


x " 
i 07, 





MY FATHER MADE 
M IAM 


ШҮ |р 


Го 





HE BROUGHT 
ME UP, OF 


| COURSE, BUT 


HE DID WAY 
MORE THAN 
THAT... 


ще” 


, 
! Q 


HE INSTILLED 
VALUES WITHIN ME. 


1 


BY EXAMPLE, HE 
TAUGHT ME THE 











MORE OFTEN 
THAN NOT... 














...ТНЕ BAD 15 EASY 
TO RECOGNIZE. 





Y 


USUALLY A GROUP OF 
IDIOTS THINKING THEY 
CAN GET AWAY WITH 
TAKING THINGS THAT 
AREN’T THEIRS. 


ZS 


É 


THERE'S NOTHING = 6 
SPECIAL ABOUT F 
| THEM: ' ¿AAA 
: ДС? 


\ N il 





THEY CREATE A BIT 
OF CHAOS AND SCARE 
SOME PEOPLE. 


THEY'RE THE 
EASIEST TO 
DEAL WITH. 





AND WASTE 
A BIT OF MY 
TIME. 





BUT THEY'RE 
BARELY A 
DISTRACTION. 


2 
THINK OF THEM. OF 
STOPPING THEM. 


THE REAL BAD 
GUYS, THE ONES 
WHO KEEP ME UP 

AT NIGHT... 


«ARE THE ONES 
WHO HAVE HAUNTED 
GOTHAM SINCE BEFORE 
I INHERITED MY 
FATHER'S LEGACY. 













BUT UNTIL THEY МАКЕ 
THEMSELVES KNOWN... 


MY SKILLS 
WITH THESE 
DIMWITS. 


IT MAKES 
THE STREETS 
OF GOTHAM 
A BIT SAFER. 


PRESERVING 
A SEMBLANCE OF 
PEACE IN GOTHAM. | N 


4 ATLEAST UNTIL М 
THE NEXT REAL 
DISASTER STRIKES. 













MY FATHER 
WAS A GREAT 
MAN. 


I TELL MYSELF HE 

WOULD THINK THE 

CITY WAS IN GOOD 
HANDS. 


ШШЕН UNDER MY CARE. 


AS SAFE AS HE 
TRIED TO MAKE 
IT HIMSELF. 


PIII 





MY FATHER... 





КІШ 


ТАМ THE ВАТ 


BENGAL WRITER € ARTIST 
GABRIELA DOWNIE LETTERS 
DAVE WIELGOSZ EDITOR 





ШИЛ 


"همی 
хх ኣኣ ARR‏ 


ې 


= THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE. 
js | WHATEVER IT 15, WE 
| IRIG CAN OUTRUN IT. 
3 
E 


DAMN GOTHAM! 
IT'S LIKE A FRIGGIN’ 
Я INSIDE-OUT MAZE 
MADE By A CRAZY 
I TURN, هه‎ PERSON! 
I SEE IT/ ых; 


E. 
WE'VE GOTTA GET 
FAR AWAY. WE’VE 


GOTTA GO-- 
BRO. IT HAS | 


TO BE HIM. 


7 BRO, OF ALL | 
THE PLACES You 
COULD HAVE 


ፆ 


4 





LLSY JONES Арт : IGLGOSZ бмтор... 


ም < 
PERBAPS YOUR 
CAILLED BONES 


А NEED a BIT OF 


AELLFIRE. : 
BUT BE WARY, 
2 LEST YOUR SOULS 
BE SWEPT UP IN све Ji 
y WIDENING GYRE. 









| TREN RUN ALONG, 
THERE ARE OTHER 

PLaces YOU 
SHOULD ве. 


ChE. THE‏ و که 
ратиеР‏ 


DISBELIEVE 
4 шрас YOUR 
EYES DO SEE? 





ANM 
M 4 : 1. 
T № SE | way "77 # | 


= М МОМА", э 
HELL Ж 15:54) < 
| Я Ч 4 


17 4 
በበ 7; бе 
ጋይ 


conscancine. thE W 
RAGE OF THE вас 
15 UNLIKE any 
Гы I've seen. ( 









IM GOING ТО NEED YOU TO STOP 


























BRUCE! 
p x 
> $ 
EN 
= 
= ` 


muy ; / 























ይ 
GREAT PRINCE 
OF бей. 
ABIDES. 







FOR THIS, ZATANNA. 
GOTHAM CITY 
BLEEDS. 


ሆ YOU WANT TO PLAY 
WITCH'S RIDDLES, 

YOU CAN PLAY IT 
WITHOUT ME-- 


ETRIGAN, TAKE ROSE FOR 
A GRAVESTONE TOUR AND POINT 
OUT WHICH FAMOUS GOTHAMITES 
ARE NOW LIVING IN YOUR 


WOULD You? 
















HOMETOWN, = 
f 


AND you 
AND YOUR 
OCCULT 

SIDEKICKS 


۵ I DON’T HAVE TIME % 4 


YOU МЕРЕ IN LOVE WITH ME ONCE. 
№ 7 KNOW. IT WAS MUTUAL. EVEN IF 


DEDICATION TO THE DARK ARTS DOES 


TEND TO GET IN THE WAY. 


50, I NEED 
[ YOU TO LISTEN 
T 


| WHAT'S GOING ON HERE, ZEE? 
THOSE WERE THE BALKAN 
BROTHERS. ТНЕУ МЕ BEEN 
) RUNNING GUNS INTO GOTHAM 
FOR BLACK MASK. THEY 
И [з KNOW HIS NEXT MOVE. 













a M 


BRUCE, BLACK MASK 
N HAS BEEN IN PRISON 
У М FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS. 
THE BALKANS RUN 
A RESTAURANT NOW. 
9 DECENT CEVAPI. | 
N ALITTLE ON THE PRICEY 1, 
<N SIDE FOR HOW MUCH 
4 YOU GET, IF I'M BEING 

















HONEST. 







ІШ Dy 
jr 


BRUCE. STOP. 
PLEASE, WE'VE KNOWN 
EACH OTHER FOR A 
REALLY LONG TIME. WE'RE ЈА 
FRIENDS, RIGHT? 





E. 
38 


EVOMER 
CIGAM 
PUEKAM. 


Д 


К 


қ Ч | Я 25 1 2 y ( N 
А ПАТ 4) ATAN 


тм SORRY, BRUCE. “У ፲፻‏ مل 
BUT IN НЕЕ, YOU WERE ши ⁄‏ / 
А SCIENTIST. A DETECTIVE. ቤጨጨ 40.1‏ 
GO AHEAD. SCRUTINIZE THE ДАЧА‏ 
EVIDENCE IN FRONT ЖИ‏ 
li LISTEN FOR‏ 
И your pulse. TRY‏ 
TO FEEL THE FLOW‏ | 
OF WARM BLOOD‏ 
TO YOUR FACE.‏ 


(2 


4 


BUT ee ) , 
7 те 
МЕ years, zee. ЩИ - 
b. AND vOU-- 


I'M A WOMAN 
IN THE ENTERTAINMEN 
BUSINESS, HONEY. SOME ҮЗ 
THINGS HAVE CHANGED, 
AND SOME THINGS 
STAYED THE SAME. 





NO, BRUCE. THAT'S ACTUALLY WHY 
ГМ HERE. THE HIGHER-UPS HAVE VERY 
STRICT RULES ABOUT THIS SORT OF 
THING, AND INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
LIKE ETRIGAN, RAVEN ROSE, AND 

„ I HAVE TO ENFORCE THEM. 


I HOPE YOU 
y UNDERSTAND. 
ў < 
К 
I REALLY 
HOPE You 
UNDERSTAND. 


BRUCE. WHAT DOES THAT 


MATTER? IT HAPPENS TO US ALL 


EVENTUALLY, ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER-- 


WAS IT 
А 6000 
DEATH? 


А CHIP OFF THE OLD 
BLOCK? AMAZING? 
PERFECT? YEAH, EVERY 
ONE OF THEM, BRUCE. 
EVEN DAMIAN. 


THEY DID 
YOUR NAME 
RIGHT. 


CAN... 
CAN I SEE 
MY SONS? 





p TO DO THAT, ] > а М 5 
I JUST NEED YOU ТО E BEFORE 
REMEMBER SOMETHING, š = THE VOW TO 
0 BRUCE. 1 NEED YOU ТО ፅ Щ SET JUSTICE AND 
B THINK BACK TO THAT NIGHT Л - REVENGE. 
ША. WHEN YOU WERE A Boy, : 
ҮН IN CRIME ALLEY. 


EVERYTHING YOUR 
FATHER THOUGHT 
IT COULD BE. 


WHAT DID you 4 - I WANTED 
WANT MORE THAN ў | ! MY PARENTS 
ANYTHING ELSE IN \ 

THE WORLD? 

I ГМ, 

TO SEE THEM 
т WANTED TO HEAR 

THEIR VOICES. 

I WANTED TO 
HOLD THEM. 


| Туул н суурилж 
| MOLAN 2 መ 









"Y NOW, HOLD ONTO THAT 
GOOD. FEELING, BRUCE. BECAUSE 

S WE'RE GOING TO DO 
SOME MAGIC. 














= 


| THOMAS 
| MARTHA 


| WAY NIE 






| SEE THEM. 


HEAR THEIR 
> < HOLD 


SS 


соо АЗ ШИЯ” HE'S GONE, RIGHT? 
NN N | ў ) 4 "LL ADMIT. THAT GUY 

ү 5 ili YY BLOODY CREEPED 

М \ "UN 

EB je © 


| 


А І 
E МЕ OUT. ая, لل‎ , : 
~ g Р ሰለመጠን BRUCE GOT 
Raven Rose, М ЁЛ WHAT HE WANTED? 
you тач BREATHE 
easy ONCE MORE. ас 
Least, THAT 15, UNTIL 
TRE ENCORE. | 


GET USED TO | 
0015. с BECOMES E 
QUITE а CHORE. ад 


N 
ነ 
7 


" 


“ВИТ GOTHAM WILL 
ALWAYS BE HAUNTED 
BY BATMAN... 


“Wa 
4, BATMAN 
а СНА 





EUM 
£ N 


Др 
И ший! 01101 
att ІШІ n 
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DESCENDENT 
OF WAYNE. 








WELCOME 
HOME. 


TAKE OFF 
THAT MASK, 


NO 
ONE 15 
HIDING. 


My legacy © not 
yet defined. 


Is it what we 
achieve, or.- 


“ч 
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= 
M ۲ 


BUT THAT 
COUPLE TRIED 
E ТО STIFF МЕ ON 
THE RIDDLER 
8. MERCH... 4 


LOOK WHO'S * 
DECIDED TO | 
ў SONUS. y 


ANM 


іме YOU'RE GONNA ` 
MW FETCH ME A 

С PRETTY PENNY, ДВА 

DARLING. ' 


^ ALOT OF YOU 
FLYING RODENTS 


Я FLYING AROUND, AIN'T 
¿E THERE? AND A LOT OF, 


CUSTOMERS WHO 








1 
1 
ш 
=> 
= 
E 
— 





ОР COURSE 
THE ELITES OF 
GOTHAM WOULD 


MY FATHER, 
GRAYSONZ 


Е BATS CAN'T 
ВЕ KEPT IN መመ 
CAPTIVITY FOR 2245 
. , LONG OR И 
THEY DIE. 


> THAT ват “а TH 
HUNTER MUST | dm == 
HAVE KNOWN 


AND JUST NOT АМ 
CARED. Ж 


Ж -WHICH 15 
¿WHY WE LET 


“J THE BATS COME у 
Y ANDGOAS | 
у THEY PLEASE 
қ, BARBARA.. 


ITS IMPORTANT ^ 
THEY LIVE WITH 
THEIR COLONY. ; 


DO you 
Й EVER WISH YOU 
. COULD TALK TO RE `! 
БИ. YOUR PETS, | Nos | 
k. Fame ብብ | DAMIAN 


"AND OF COURSE N 
BECAUSE 1 KNOW 
EVERY SINGLE BAT 


IN THIS CAVE... AND IN 


GOTHAM. 





25 
Ex 
іш 
т 
Е 


STORY TO 
TELL 2 





I THINK 
MY AUNT 
AND UNCLE 
LIVE UP 
THE ROAD 
FROM 
HERE. 


IT'S 
SUPER 
EXPENSIVE. 


THIS IS 
ONE OF 
GOTHAM 
CITY'S OLDEST 
NEIGHBOR- 
HOODS, 
DATING BACK 
TO THE CIVIL 
WAR. 


THIS IS 
HAWKE'S 
HILL, 
RIGHT? 


SINCE 
THEN, ALL 
OF THESE 

HOUSES 
HAVE 
BEEN 

REBUILT. 


<A 


THE 
LOCALS 
SAY IT'S 

BEEN 
MAKING... 

NOISES. f 





LADY 
DAVENPORT 
WAS A WEALTHY 
SOCIALITE 
WHO DABBLED 
IN THE 
OCCULT. 


AND HER 
HUSBAND 
DIED HERE 
IN A GRISLY 
MURDER- 
SUICIDE 
IN 1870. 


“NO ONE HAS LIVED IN THE HOUSE SINCE. THERE 
IT'S STILL OWNED BY ONE OF THE FAMILY'S ARE NO 
GREAT-GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN, BUT WAS NEVER / SUCH 


` , 1 THINGS AS 
OCCUPIED BECAUSE OF 'THE HAUNTING. | ረ \ GHOSTS, 


ROBIN. 


“FAMILY FRIENDS AT 
THE TIME OF THE 
DEATHS REPORTED 
SEEING A DEMON." 





PEPPER'S ` 
GHOST 
ILLUSION? 


POSSIBLE 
HOLO- 
GRAPHY, 
BUT NOTHING 
I'VE SEEN / 
BEFORE. 














ry 


SPIRIT OF 


r ne NN 


GOTHAM... 2 m 
“У Й, KNOWS 
/ 7 رس‎ ሀ us! 


/ 
you CEASE 


THI 
DEVILRY AT 
ONCE! 


KAY 
PAVENPORT. 





\ 


۸ SM ЧАКА. 
WHERE /с 


OUR LOST LAMB, 
GONE SIX DAYS 
4ሪሪ። 


WHERE /« 
MY GRAND- 
DAUGHTER? 


DOLLY : 
DAVENPORT. FOURTEEN 
YEARS OLD. 





7. 1 Я Ж Ё 
М Іш; 
BODY WAS NEVER ҒО Ын 





HE KNOWS, GRAEME! 
HE KNOWS EVERYTHING 
THAT HAPPENS IN 
THIS CITY! 
ром” YOU, 
DEMON? 


НОМ? TELL ME 
Ч HOW SHE 
DIED! 





... THAT'S 
ABSURD! 


SHE WAS - B қ 
“THERE WAS A STRUGGLE. 
ATTACKED DOLLY FOUGHT BACK. 
= SHE 
=> 
GA TRUSTED. 


БЭЭ авай! / ١ С : 
“HER SCRATCHES ARE 
ON THE FLOORBOARDS... 


“..AND ON THE 
WRISTS OF HER 
ATTACKER." 


qas. у 
| РО YOU HEAR 


, УС 
MONSTER? 











you 
DISAPPEARED 
FOR LIKE TWO 
SECONDS. 


WHERE'S 
THE OLD 
LADY? 
































YOU CAN'T Š 
IGNORE ME 
FOREVER?! 


4 


И NICK BRADSHAW Artist 
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ШАЎ 71:117] 
E 


SS ў 
w 


FROM YOUR FE 
CASTLE! 2 ኪ 


" COME OUT په‎ е 
ርብ 


ጋ 


po У 





STAY OUT 
^ Ñ OF THIS, 
- ለባሎች у, 


aN 


AUS 


«АМ NOW THIS? | 
DIGGING UP HIS 
м, PARENTS? 4 


7 YOU'VE GONE 

“| ТОО FAR, IVY. 
WAYNE IS IN 
HIDING... ጋ 


n ч КТУ 
Мр У 





< 











° 5 о 
оў ۵ 
ES = ods 
3). ~ за 
~ 
=> x 
oo А 
<> 
Кафе А Js 
2 
„AND 
YOU’RE 
< у GOING "Sa 
BACK TO = 
Д ARKHAM. 
o E ۸ А 
ore DON’T " 
3 HURT THEM/ ۱ К 
` DON'T-- Z | А | o / 




























































































2 
S 0 <t 
oM. 
3 
/ 
I% 
WN 
; WHY DOES 
1 WAYNE NEED 
፡ 7 < YOU FOR 
و‎ = THAT? 
ENG = | 
ኹፎ "2 w^ I'VE 4 
CARBON ٧ 14 AC N CREATED እ # 
IN THE AIR 15 A SUPER- ። < 
CHOKING THE % PLANT... 1 
PLANTS! THE 
EARTH 15 
Co 
„Т PRODUCES INCREDIBLE iy es [ктт 
AMOUNTS OF OXYGEN! ЈУ H T 
NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO MS ده‎ E DNE 
DESTROY! I NEED | К (ЧЕ хөл 
S 5 HIS LABS TO Ф за 
? HELP ME PERFECT y і 
dip | ІТ/ АМО DISPERSE ІТ бы 
( ЕАМ) WORLDWIDE THROUGH A 
3 NM THEIR PROPERTIES! 
Ч ONCE IT GAINS HOLD : 77 
е | а IT'LL SPREAD A ( 
EL THROUGH THE / 
MEL BM SNE Z) POPULATION! р! 
SHIPPING FLEET 5 8. МЕ / m 5 | NRY 
ALL ELECTRIC? В“. & АА ДУ BATMAN IF ሠ N NS 
THEIR POLICIES EN 1 COULD ONLY 5 
ARE ENVIRON- N: ¡DS Ves ABANDON 2 
MENTALLY | ! ТВ) MY CRUSADE \ 
7 4 ۱ 9 ANN г 
FRIENDLY! 5 a | RRA тсошр / | 
ў WHH 75 ЖАС ЧУ FINALLY JOIN ЛА š < 
ж ] 25 ግ እ АК 
: en 7 BRUCE WAYNE, NÚ Z ገ қозға ТОМ» a \ 
c. См ANY I CAN CREATE A WORLD. 5 PANE — экш S ` 
37 ГЪ WHERE PLANTS AND іа 7 Ё ' ም» 
ШЕН ЖАС PEOPLE CO-EXIST ፊይ 7 Хо КИ „Ом YOURS! УМРУ 
| 95. PEACEFULLY! ЖЕ Rh д ٧ 
CS № : біз? ME ко. lee 
23 - 4 5 eg SS 
> NAVAS N x TRANS 











ТМ TIRED, 
BATMAN... 


“TIRED OF 
FIGHTING YOU. 


> 2220), 
27 — Ç > ረሚ د‎ 

ን‏ بیت 
ГД ተ.‏ 


2 


“IF WE CAN SAVE 

ALL PLANT LIFE, 
THEN I CAN LEAVE | 
THIS WAR WITH [27 


{ HUMANITY BEHIND ከ 


Y, SS Ren 
Д “АМ FIGHTING CORPORATE 
POLLUTERS..V/LLA/NS | 


WHO LOOK TO HARM THE 
PLANET OR PEOPLE! 





% 
BER 
"WE CAN BE 
THE WORLD'S 


FINEST TEAM.” 





CAN YOU 4 
IMAGINE SUCH 
А WORLD? MAYBE 
ONE DAY, WITH 
MY HELP... 





YOU HAVE TO UNDER- 


4 TO GET BRUCE 
WAYNE'S-- 








«YOU "a 
CAN FINALLY | 
REST TOO! М 


YOU PAINT В 7 THE TWO OF US, TWIN 
A PERFECT SISYPHUSES, FINALLY | 
# PUSHING OUR RES- 
PECTIVE BOULDERS / 


A TO THE ТОР OF THE A 
=e | 
> ка ц 
۷ DN , ч 
7 N g^. ~ 
>, =< 
AR 


٩ 
А 
ЖАК SN 
ጄን Ku NS 1 
Те) С-ға ум UNG 
ХУ ስ NA 


N 
EN 


BUT YOU 
AND I KNOW 
IT WON'T GO 

THAT WAY. 





YN 
LN a, / 


W "YOUR PLANTS WILL 
NN TAKE HOLD, BUT 
N \ PEOPLE WILL STILL 


| 


|| BURN, WILL STILL CUT... 
| 14223: 


A 
Как 


“AND WITH YOUR 

SUPER-PLANTS b. 
IN PLACE... YOU'LL [ўў 
DESTROY THEM. 


А “YOU'LL PRETEND 
| TO CARE FOR 

PEOPLE, BUT IN ጀ 
YOUR WORLD...” 





Ж BUT YOU 

WEREN'T ABOUT‏ ه 
TO WASTE TIME‏ 

Е: CONVINCING 


YOU SAY 
У YOU CAME HERE 
TO TALK TO 
BRUCE WAYNE, 
BUT THAT'S NOT 
TRUE, IS ሸሮ _ 


THESE 
HIGH-TENSILE 
VINES WERE 


c pem MN 16 er e ў FOR BINDING 


<N РО 


9 ТА А 
YOU HAVE ANTIGUO ÑAN 
BORRACHERO, А RARE OX 
PLANT WHICH CAN PRODUCE 
ረ. A HEIGHTENED VERSION OF 
|| SCOPOLAMINE, LEAVING 
DÀ ITS VICTIM A ZOMBIE, 
DOING THE BIDDING 
OF OTHERS. 


۷ THE GIMPIE 
GIMPIE PLANT 
FROM AUSTRALIA. 
ITS HAIRS BECOME 
EMBEDDED IN THE 
SKIN, THE TOXINS 
CAPABLE OF DRIVING 
A PERSON MAD 


7 А PLANT MADE 
FOR TORTURE. AND 


YOUR TRUE 
COLORS ON 
DISPLAY IN 
A GARDEN, 


7 WAYNE 15 


MINES 


WITH H/M-- 


“Э де 






































































































































































































ALWAYS 2 
ONE STEP...STEP (21:20 
AHEAD... THE 
гут) BATMAN 

7[/ WITH THE 

U BAT-PLAN... M9 ¿` 
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ХОСЫН 
MAKES YOU 
مه‎ THINK I DON'T ? 
(00) ALREADY HAVE 
| ONE? 
/ The End. = 
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DANIEL WARREN JOHNSON: STORY & ART 
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WHICH PIECE 
IS THE 
STRONGEST? 


HIS FATHER 
TAUGHT IT TO 


Hm. مړ‎ 1 Game ОР | 
vá STRATEGY, 


I ENCOURAGE 
YOU, MASTER 
BRUCE, TO NOT 
THINE OF THIS 
GAME IN TERMS 
OF STRENGTH, 


BUT IN 










: Š л 
50 ፐ= ABOUT 1 : AA A COMMON 
>| THINEING 22 ( - \ : { MISCONCEPTION. А 
ШЫ MULTIPLE STEPS 1 2 2 МА 
| AHEAD. ` @ 20 ў ` 


IN THIS CONTEST, 
THERE ARE TOO \ 
MANY VARIABLES TO 
PREDICT THE OUT- 
COME OF EVERY 
MOVEMENT. 


“MASTERY COMES 
FROM MEMORIZING 
THE MANY DIFFERENT 
SITUATIONS YOU 
COULD Be IN...” 














7 
м, 





You MUST 
LEARN THE 








FEL 


{н 
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SEI] 
32814 













5 


0 (Р 
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EE 
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К — /F/T/6 A MESSAGE, 5 
\ MIGHT AS WELL START 
) АТ THE BEGINNING. 


YES..YES, TWAS. 
ТМЕМТ TO TALK TO 
HER, AND SAW 
HER LIKE... 


TWAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO DELIVER A 


SHE WAS N 
ENGAGED TO MY 


HER, SO HE ASKED 
ME TO FIND 
OUT WHY-- 


LOOKING 
FOR A 6/67? 


N 


ሯ 





7 


? 
THE NEXT CARD, DO YOU WANT? 


I ALREADY TOLD THE ነ 9 
STRENGTH. OF COURSE COP--I DON’T KNOW 
SAMSON 15 A STRONGMAN. ANYTHING, SO JUST 


DOESN'T LOOK LIKE HE LEAVE ME THE HELL 
WANTS TO TALK. > 


| Ë “WHERE'D YOU GO?" 
=a THE HELL 


T'M NOT THE 
COPS. WHY DID 
MADAME FORTUNA 
BREAK OFF YOUR 人 
ENGAGEM 
ps 


SHE'D TAKE Й 
ኤኢ МЕ BACK. 

А 
WE WERE 
SO HAPPY 
TOGETHER... 


С K mary stars ፍር 
й У SHE CALLED ሀ. 
ጩና SAID WE WERE BOLIND 
| >>] (TOGETHER BY FATE... 


WITHOUT EVEN 
TELLING ME 


WHY! 


WE WERE 
INZOVE. AND 
NOW T'LL NEVER 
KNOW... 


HE'S GOT A TEMPER, AND 
THAT’S NOT THE FIRST TIME 
IT'S FLARED UP. 


TELLS ME EVERYTHING 
І NEED TO KNOW WITHOUT 
SAYING A WORD. 





= 
LET'S FIND OUT WHY HE S < 
RIPPED THE FLYING GRAYSONS № 
POSTER IN HALF. 
< 


FORTUNA'S NEXT CARD 
15 THE LOVERS. DOES IT 
REFER TO THESE TWO? 


= 








о 
THE EMPEROR. Y 











THAT MEANS 

YOU'VE TALKED 

TO EVERYONE 
ELSE. 







ALL | 
THAT'S LEFT 1 


15 FOR YOU TO < 
CONFESS. ۶ 
y 


\ 
4 
ABOUT THE =: 


ARGUMENT > = 21 


YOU HAD WITH ( e 7 ЙК. ч 


SHE WAS BOSSY, Y | 
ALL RIGHT. ALWAYS 
TELLING ME HOW ፲ 
SHOULD RUN MY 
BUSINESS! 












HEATED THIS 
MORNING WHEN SHE 
TRIED TO WARN ME 
ABOUT MY NEW, AH, 
BUSINESS PARTNER, 

ZUCCO. 










I KNOW HIS 
PROTECTION IS 
А RACKET, BUT I 
TELL HER, THERE’S 
NOTHING I CAN 
DO! HE'S GOT ME 
UP AGAINST 


















THREATENED 
TO CALL THE 
POLICE. I DIDN'T 
WANT THAT 








TWAS 
JUST TRYING 
TO PROTECT 
HER, YOU KNOW? 
BUT SHE TOOK 
IT REALLY 
HARD. 
















WHAT WAS 
I SUPPOSED 
TO DO? 









p | 
p 
09) 27 \ А 
= | Us 
TS 


AD 


OUT ONE WORD. 


HOW LONG DID 
IT TAKE YOU TO WAIT, ኸን 
FIGURE THAT  _ PONT TE 
À Е OUT? ME--YOU KNEW ALL 
ALONG. WHY THE 
SONG AND 
DANCE? 


p^ 
IWANTED 
TO GET THE FULL 
STORY. 
ቅ LA 
A 


THAT JUST 
LEAVES THE TWO 
OF SWORDS. 


Q 
қ M --BUT AT 
№ LEAST THEN WE 
У N / HOLD SOMEONE 


PT [77 SUICIDE. 
/\\( rr WAS IN THE 
« CARDS. _ 


N 


wy 


а з 


\ FORTUNA WAS IN A “М 
TOXIC RELATIONSHIP 
AND HAD JUST LOST HER 
JOB. SHE FELT ALONE. 
IT'S ALL THERE. 


URDERED-- 


N 
CCOUNTABLE. 






































== = = = 
Мэн | ^ 


У / 


dl 
















" SOMEWHERE IN en 1 KNOW THE LEAGUE OF 
GOTHAM CITY... : | ASSASSINS DIDN'T PRIDE 




















WATCH YOURSELF, 
OLD MAN. YOU MAY BE 
BETTER WITH A BICYCLE 
BUT I’M YOUR SUPERIOR 

AT EVERYTHING ELSE. 







WELL, 1775 NOT 





ENOUGH. 3| TONIGHT RIGHT NOW. 
WE'RE АТ THE Ў 50 WHY ARE WE HERE 
5РОТ. 


50 EARLY? 


ACCORDING TO 
MY INFORMATION, ЮМ 
THE DELIVERY WILL Ё 

HAPPEN HERE | 
TONIGHT. 







JIMENEZ 
Writer & 
Artist 


اه 


“THE SCENE.” 
2772 CAN'T WE 
















LATER AND KICK 
THEIR ASSES? 


WE NEED TO 
PREPARE THE 
SCENE-- 








5] We, 
~ АУГА МА = 
АИТ. پر‎ ~ ባባ 
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“LIKE 1 WAS SAYING. THEY'LL ARRIVE AT MIDNIGHT. WE'LL BE HERE WELL 
BEFORE THEY ARE. THEY USUALLY COME IN TWO CARS. SOMETIMES THEY 
BRING REINFORCEMENTS, WHICH COULD COME FROM OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. 


BE RIGHT THERE. “THE BOSSES WILL BE 


Zell 
\ WITH A BRIEFCASE-- 
WE NEED TO FIND | TAKE NOTE, THERE'S 


POSITIONS WHERE WE'LL 
BE ABLE ТО SEE THAT ALWAYS A BRIEFCASE. 


AREA CLEARLY. 


4 


THE DELIVERY WILL RR 
| IN THE CENTER, ONE 


“THIS WILL ALERT THEM 
BUT NOT TOO MUCH 


“THEY'LL SEND 
SOME OF THEIR 


"THEY'LL SUSPECT IT’S CREW IN YOUR 


BATMAN INSTANTLY AND 


START UNRAVELING. BE NERVOUS, AND 


DIRECTION THEY'LL | 
ги, KILL THE LIGHT. | 


“AND ANOTHER WITH 
THE MONEY, ALSO 
LIKELY IN A BRIEFCASE. 
IT DOESN'T MATTER. 
BUT WE CAN'T LOSE 
SIGHT OF THEM IN 


THE TREE BEHIND THE 
STREETLIGHT WILL BE YOUR 
POSITION. WHEN I SIGNAL YOU, 


“THEN YOU'RE UP, 
DAMIAN. TAKE 
THEM OUT, AND 

DON'T GIVE THEM 
TIME TO SHOOT. 


“THE LIGHT WILL 
60 BACK ON. THE 
BOSSES AND THE 


CREWS WILL PANIC К 


MORE. THAT'S 
WHAT WE WANT.” 


















GO OVER THERE AND PLACE 
TWO MINI-EXPLOSIVES. RIGHT 
ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF 
WHERE THEY'LL BE FOCUSING. 


I NEED TO FIND 
THE RIGHT POINT 
TO DESCEND 
FROM. BATMAN'S 
ENTRANCE 15 
IMPORTANT. 











“Ги, HAVE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THEIR 
LACK OF CONTROL. 


WHY DON'T WE JUST 
KEEP THIS SIMPLE? 





u 


BETRUSE IM | 
BATMAN... | ты 


SHOUT AND МУ 
VOICE WILL SPREAD 
FEAR AMONG THEM. 














"THEY'LL KNOW THAT 
THEY CAN'T DEFEAT ME, 
THAT THEY CAN'T KILL ME. 


“THEIR ONLY 
COURSE OF ACTION 
WILL BE TO RUN.” 





M SAY IT 
B WITH МЕ. 


RIGHT... AND THEN 
DON'T HESITATE, 
STRIKE AGAIN! 


“THE GUNSHOTS GOING OFF WILL 
BE LIKE CAMERA FLASHES. THEY'LL 
MAKE MY SILHOUETTE LOOK 
TERRIFYING AGAINST THE WALL. 


‚ 

КЕСА «тиеу WON'T BE 

۱1 ٢1 THINKING RATIONALLY 
AT THIS POINT. 


CONCENTRATION 
WILL BE THE 
KEY HERE. 


EVERYTHING WILL 

MOVE VERY FAST, 

50 YOU'LL HAVE 
TO BE VERY 
EFFECTIVE. 


“AND THEN DON'T 
HESITATE, STRIKE ۸ 


THE LIGHT AND THE 
NEARBY WALLS ARE 
GOING TO BE ESSENTIAL 
IN THIS BATTLE. 


к ES 
"WITH ADRENALINE LEVELS 
50 HIGH, THEY WON'T BE 
ABLE TO DISTINGUISH WHAT'S 
REAL FROM WHAT ISN'T,” 


ра 





1 KNOW, 1 KNOW. 
“A COWARDLY AND 
SUPERSTITIOUS LOT.” 


| 253 ll 354 
“Ву NATURE U 
CRIMINALS ARE--” ^ 


"THEY'LL SEE ME 
AS ADEMON THAT 
PURSUES THEM 
WITHOUT MERCY. 


ЯМР... 
CORRECT... 


“TO THEM Ги, 
NO LONGER BE 


“2 WILL BE FEAR 


INCARNATE. 


“AND THE END 
RESULT WILL BE THE 
SAME AS IT 15 EVERY 

NIGHT. CRIMINALS 

APPREHENDED. 


“THEY'LL TRY TO 
ESCAPE WITHOUT 
MUCH SUCCESS. 


UNDERSTOOD? 


UNDERSTOOD. 


GOOD. LET'S 
GET BACK TO THE 
MANOR AND REST 

FOR LATER. 





LATER THAT 
NIGHT... 


"ARRIVING RIGHT | 
ON TIME.” 


“ARE WE 
GOING ком?” 


“NOT YET. BE QUIET AND 
WATCH. THERE THEY ARE... 
BOTH SIDES... IT DOESN'T ^ 
MATTER. 
WE'RE MOVING PPP NOU 
FORWARD WITH ЈЕ 88801 
THE PLAN. d 


"THERE ARE MORE 
PEOPLE THAN 1 EXPECTED. 


THIS 15 THE 
COMPLEX PART, 

"| ROBIN, THE | 
EXECUTION. IT HAS 
ТО BE PERFECT. 
ANALYZE THEIR 
POSITIONS AND 
MOVEMENTS 
CAREFULLY. 


YOU NEED TO 
CONCENTRATE. 


WE GO IN 
THREE MIN-- 


COWARDLY AND 
SUPERSTITIOUS 
LOT 
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ll መ 


"| ANYONE SEE = YEAH, HE'S IN 
| GORDON? HIS OFFICE 
: Ш | WITH VAUGHN 
ስ 5 EN 


AND BATES. 


=== 


22 


THE 
OTHER 
OFFICE. 


ARE YOU 
SIGNALING ШИШ 
HIM, SIR? 





چ ج 


222) 


> 
ከ 


gm 
My 

MEN ARE READY, 

І COMMISSIONER. 
7, ; 


/ 


THE CHOICE SHOULD 
BE SIMPLE--LET 
BATES AND HIS MEN 
DO THEIR JOBS. 


BUT THAT 
ISN'T ALWAYS 
ENOUGH. 


CRIMINALS 
MAY NOT 
RESPECT 
THE LAW... 





ı Mi |... 
.BUT ET | nenn: 
FEAR ET ЈЕ mM | 


WMS . 7 


LEE WEEKS writer/artist 
CLAYTON COWLES letterer 
DAVE WIELGOST editor 





STILL, HAVE WE RELIED 
ON THAT FEAT --ом 
BATMAN 2 
LIKE АМ OVERUSED DRUG 
A THAT WEAKENS A BODY'S 
OWN DEFENSES? 


GOTHAM'S A SICK 





THIS HAS WAITED THIRTY YEARS. 
IT'LL KEEP ONE MORE NIGHT. 


UN 111 ۰ HER H ١ 
_ 
1 
I THINK ABOUT А ROOKIE AND 2 A || 1 ||| w" 
HIS AENTOR. OF МАМУ LESSONS 
IMPARTED TO THE ROOKIE, NONE 
AS POWERFUL AS THE MENTOR'S ፻፪. 1 
18 LAST--ONE IN BETRAYAL. 


г wu ٤8 0 
w НЕ 7 d mu ፪፪ 


111 EH ዘ 0 


A SHOOTOUT, AN 
EXPLOSION, AND 
THREE DEAD COPS-- 
TWO GOOD COPS... 
AND THE MENTOR. 


BUT THAT WAS A 
PRE-DNA ከም 
I'VE НАР МУ 
ропа? 


1111|]| HE НИ 


IT'S BEEN THIRTY 
YEARS. ІТ WAS 
YESTERDAY. 








и? 
а SWITCH. 


Е ROLLE 














| BARBARA LEFT 0 

SOME LASAGNA 

OUT FOR ME. 
7 


(Т ШШ 


БЕН | IT'S GOING 
TO GET COLD. 



















SI 
THAT DETECTIVE В 
I$ GOOD, AND 
THE FILES ARE MEN 
ALL THERE. У 










ALONG WITH THE OTHER 
NOTES RECEIVED THE 
LAST COUPLE DAYS, 


jo AN 2 E. IT'S JUSTA 
= MATTER OF TIME 


BEFORE THEY 
FIGURE IT OUT. 










81 
|4 


لل 
NOT “BALL KZ" DS‏ 
BALLARD. АБС Ko...‏ 


BALLAR 






И, 


үз 
EALIZE.... 
„га 


ES y 


х 


- 3 > ата 
AN 1 ... WAS 
5 NEVER GOING 
5 қ HOME. 
پو‎ РА 777 7 
E 





--A 
SINGLE LIE 
THE SEED. 
--SELF- 
DECEPTION THE Ñ 
DOORWAY-- 下 


PTION J 


BUT 
CORRU 
2 


BEGINS 
SMALL-- 
HOW MANY 
CALLS OF THE 
CONSCIENCE CAN 
YOU SHUT DOWN... Й 
BEFORE-- 


ee = ‹== — — ماس‎ — --.------------.--------- 


-EA we: 
\ У 
۷ 


HOW MANY 
IGNORE--2 


٣ ۸ لب‎ A Nn y, 


з 


` በሸ 
ja 





AND A ROOKIE 
TOO NAIVE TO 
SEE IT ALL-- 


AD 


--UNTIL IT W 
WAS TOO 
LATE. 


I WAS | = ~ 
OFF-DUTY | / ነነ 224 > “М 
| : Y. YOU NEEDED 
з ` 2 ME OFF THAT DAY. 
2 Е ЧА == 
T ው ® = =“ 


МОМ A SCAB HAS 
BEEN RIPPED AWAY-- 
AN ANCIENT WOUND 

REOPENED. 











` ИЕ we [TERI 
Miam 77 
“i 


you 2 
couLpvE ፪፪] 
SIGNALED. 


2 YEAH... N 
; HAVE. \ 
| BUT I 
KNEW SOMEONE | \ 


"I. i ELSE WOULD а 


I CAME LOOKING 
| FOR VENGEANCE. 


INSTEAD, — == 
له‎ І FOUND... 
MERCY. | 














T'S 
АУ 


EN АХ, 


WELL, 
IT'S YOUR LAST 
DAY AS A REAL 
MAN. 


a MISSUS! 





my childhood, my 
mother lived in fear 
that Га end ор 
an old maid. 


THE ELECTROCUTIONER'S В 
GETTING MARRIED, 
SHOCKING. “| 
ч 1 


мо ; 
ICE THIS 
NX TIME. ረዶ: ነዳን x 1 
>P 
Á 
M FL 


У Ы 
P1 WA MISTAKE. 


A y: je 
14 20) 


4 / 


ж І spent mu teens 
eating celery and 
getting better teeth. 
You aet more 
bees with honey, 
mu mother said. 











PITY? THE FUTURE 





$ 
SHE GOTTEN 


A ለ 6000 Look 


just meant 
unmarried. 
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P 1 К? JOESN'T <= > 
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THE BRIDE AND GROOM TO 
GRACE US WITH A LITTLE # 
DON'T YOU? 


KISS, 





CELEBRATING! 
KISS, DAMMIT 









































POINT WE NEED TO پا‎ wag © 
TALK BUSINESS. 
Š ёй = 2) < And tl 
በ፳ =} ነ ኤር = А thinas Le لر‎ 3 
= At = = ^ $ | 
> N Cay 4 [OT] 
پا‎ -ሥ--:-ሬ /) & Б = CL 4 i ul Е = 


ур = КУ S 


some point, they 
stop hiding. 











ve 


Va. A spectator Je 
ڪڪ‎ 














How quickly I gave it 
ор, the children, the 
Family I dreamed of. 


О! 05 
everything? 


Was it 
that des] 





Or did I feel the 
lie long before he 
was two-Faced? 











These men will take Prom 
yov until you're 
And no one sees 


YOU THINK 

I DON'T SEE 

YOU THERE, 
Guy? 


sana 
speeches t 


52 


YOU'RE 
THE LUCKY MAN, Х/ 
CORRECT? READY FOR | 
THE BIG DAY? BIG 
COMMITMENT. 


722 
you 22 Ёс 
SHOULDN'T © 
FOLLOW A ځا‎ ~ 
DANGEROUS ( 
МАМ, ~ > 
> 
ሥራ 











THIS A WEDDING 
PRESENT FOR THE 





We're casualties |, 
in their game. 





ТАНАЙХ үн, | "а нэ 
RIANA MAHER letters [= 


DAVE WIELGOSZ Editor 





















































” . UP FOR 
MY CHALLENGE, 
OR IS EVERYONE 
GOING TO BE 
LATE? 


NOT “SEE YOU 
LATER"! 


The Riddle 


KIERON GILLEN 
Writer 


JAMIE McKELVIE 
Artist 


CLAYTON COWLES 
Letters 


ANDY KHOURI کی‎ 
DAVE WIELGOSZ 
Editors 


070 ٩ 
“NOT ‘SEE YOU y ТАМ SUCH A FOOL! 1 MUST 
LATER’”--SO NOT 
“SEE YOU LATER... 1 HAVE NO MORE SOURCES 
ALLIGATOR’. AN ALLIGATOR | `x FOR ROBINS. 
15 NOT A CROCODILE. и 
EVERYONE /$ LATE. 
AS IN DEAD. 


IN 
Edward Nygma wins! 


WAN 


4 quickly as possible! 
Go to 5. 


Oh no--Batman 
tarrying meant 
Killer Croc had all 
the time in the 
world to eat all the 
orphans from every 
single orphanage in 
Gotham. Go to 4. 


Batman bursts into the Unmaze, and stops 
Killer Croc from killing all the innocent 
orphans. He is presently Unkiller Croc, 
which will always leave him annoyed. 





Batman tries to make the 
cuts as quickly as he can. 


Go to 24. 








your new passage. 


24 


і By the time Batman reaches the first 
WHERE DID 3 chamber, Сгос has slipped away...and 
YOU COME DOESN'T the Riddler has revealed himself. 
FROM? , MATTER. I'VE 
STILL GOT 
PLANS, 


% 

РМ SURE 
YOU WON'T 
GO TO PIECES, 
BATMAN 


If you move quickly and 
dive through the hole, you 
may be able to capture 
him. If so, go to 11. 


Sun | 
To just complete the 


puzzle, go to 16. 
LEN 


Circumvent the puzzle 
A maze is bad enough. 5 Бу blowing your own 
| Lasers in a maze? Go to 38 hole through the wall 
to try to get through. with explosives-Go to 6. 


AAN 





LOOK 


OUT FOR THE FRENCH 





REVOLUTIONARY YOUNGSTER 
E HAS A SECRET IDENTITY | Е decipher the plans before 


his foes can pounce on him. 


» 3 
AUR EN Edward Nigma wins! 


GUILLO-TEEN! 


Rushing onward, 2 But — is |! 
Batman misses... 28 outnumbered. | | 





15 Befo 


the mirror maze. Batman's about to follow when he 


gets 



























































































































































Edward Nygma wins! 


MASTER BRUCE! ГҮЕ HAD THE STRANGEST 
MESSAGE. IT SAYS, “WHAT'S A HERO 

WITHOUT A THREAD?” THESEUS 

WITHOUT 

ARIADNE’S THREAD 

TO NAVIGATE THE 
LABYRINTH? 


re Batman can catch the Riddler he escapes into 














a signal from Alfred... 






NYGMA’S 
SAYING I 
NEED THOSE 
PLANS, BUT IT’S 
CLEARLY A TRAP. 
WHAT TO 

002 

















































































































Just head into 
the mirror maze. 
Go to 37. 





































































































































































































Cut your way 
to the plans-- 
Go to 7. 


Batman is the World's Greatest a 

Detective, so identifying the correct As Batman lines up his 

piece is hardly a challenge. shot, the creeping Killer 
Croc is doing likewise. 











To first defeat the 
Riddler, go to 33. 







The plans are here...but so are Killer Croc 
and the Riddler. Batman has to prioritize. 
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To first defeat Killer 
Croc, go to 29. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































To first get the 
plans, go to 12. 
















































































































































































WHAT, YOU 


2 
AGAN- IMPOSSIBLE! 
BUT I THINK... 





Edward Nygma wins! 
5, Й 


THINK РМ ONTO 
š You. 


я 25 Тһеу таке 
The Riddler falls апа drowns. absolutely no 
There's no sign of a body. sense. It's a 
literal death trap. 
Riddler's rules mean 
there's no way to 
win this game. 


Edward Nygma will always win 


But the Riddler " НАН, YOU 
creeping up behind ALMOST HAD ME, 
Batman was a BUT “CLOSE” IS JUST 
distraction so Croc “LOSER” WITH A 
could pounce. MAKEOVER. 


š NN КУ dir EN N 4 
То whoosh! through ` Š Š ar 5 
the air, go to 18. $ | Edward Nygma wins! > | Nygma ша NE 


* 





То chase the Riddler further 
into the Unmaze, go to 15. 





To try to make 
sense of them, |. 
go to 23. 


Alas, the death must have been some kind of decoy, 
allowing the real E. Nygma to...oh, look at the picture. 


AH-- 
RIDDLED WITH 
۸د‎ BULLETS! 


Killer Croc's a fighter. He really needed 


But Batman's Batman. 7 3 | to be quick like | 


до (о 14. : | the Flash. 





As the life leaks from 
Batman, his eyes come 
into focus on the plans 
for the building... 





| 
2 
2 


Batman tries to 
lower the explosive 
piece to the floor. It 


ed nao ward Sigma wins! NY 
=> AN и Ln RSS 


РР РИ 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS WON'T 
BEAT SUPERMAN. 
IT’S NOT GOING 

TO BEAT ME. 


Batman knew it was too easy. The 
death was faked. Batman could sense 
the Riddler creeping up behind him... 


Where is Croc? 
Go to 35. 


N Edward Nygma win 5 





III IN, Ss 


As Batman places the piece, 
a circuit is completed. 


E AUTE تا رټ‎ 


He hears a ! 
click, and then 
nothing else. የ 





DST 
Edward Nygma wins! 


т ҮҮ 


The maze is a challenge 
that Batman believes he 
can traverse. 


[00119 | 


%. 


IT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE! IT 
WAS MY GAME. THERE 
WAS NO WAY TO HOW 
BEAT IT. COULD 
You? 


Better to press on 


rather than play 
Riddler's game. 


THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
YOU AND ME, 
EDWARD. 


Batman knows the Riddler 
is creeping so obviously it 
must be a distraction. 


ONLY 
SOMEONE 
AS SICK AS YOU 
COULD THINK THIS 













THE DARK KNIGHT 
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE 
OF FORTITUDE--TO BE 
IMMUTABLE ANP RESOLUTE IN 
L= THE FACE OF THE DARKNESS 
OF GOTHAM. 


ONE OF THE FIRST 
LESSONS BATMAN 
TAUGHT A YOUNG 
DICK GRAYSON WAS 
THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDITATION. 














а 


AFTER DIFFICULT 
NIGHTS ON FATROL, THE 
DUO WOULD PRACTICE 
STILLNESS FOR HOURS. 


r 








| NIGHTS LIKE (й 
| TONIGHT... 






JRP STILLNESS 
| ISNT ENOUGH. 


а 
GRAVITY 3 | A WIND ROARING 


| PULLING HIM INTO 
WEIGHTLESSNESS. INTO SILENCE. 


х ኑ 
THE MARION 


BUILDING 
MEGASCREEN. 


CUE THE 5:14 
L TRAIN TO GOTHAM 
HEIGHTS. 


HIS GRAPPLE 
HITS ITS MARK. 





THE ROUTINE 
/5 BURNED INTO 
HIS MUSCLES. 


LA " 4 / 
ги 

AND AS HE WEAVES 

THROUGH THE VEINS 


OF GOTHAM, HIS MIND 
PULLS BACK... 


ЖЕУ: 


| «INTO A STREAM на 


OF WANDERING, 
FLEETING 
THOUGHTS. 


THOUGHTS OF 
COMFORT. 


THE CHAOS 


OF A FAMILY 


LOVE OF 
UNEQUALED 
BRILLIANCE. 


= 


THE APPLAUSE 
OF AN ADORING 
AUDIENCE. 


THE LOVE OF 
А LUMINOUS 
SOUL. 


р 





THE REGRET 
OF A LOVE 
BETRAYED. 


REGRET 
OF FRIENDS 
FAILED. 


REGRET 


OF LOVE 
FAILED. 


...4 LOT OF 
REGRET. 





THE EXPECTATION 
OF A LEGACY ТО 
STRIVE TOWARD... 





HOLLOWNESS 
OF A LEGACY 
UNWANTED. 


THE DARKNESS 
OF A CITY 
DEVOURING 
ITSELF 
































CS ነ 
THE COST ОР 


N DARKNESS LEFT |! 
Я UNNOTICED. К 










A COST 
TOO HIGH. 





THE CRIES OF 


THE HELPLESS 
STARVING FOR 


AN EMBRACE 

OF HOPE TO 

TEND FOR THE 
STARVING. 




















H 


A GUIDING LIGHT 
TO INSPIRE THE 
BEST IN US ALL. 


AND THE 
MEMORY OF A 
PROMISE... 


| = 
| 


"ነ 


A WONDROUS М 

JOY TO PIERCE | | 
THROUGH ALL | 
ADVERSITY. 





-„ТО FLY HIGHER 
THAN ANY DARKNESS 
САМ REACH. 





YOU SEE IT 
RIGHT THERE? 
THE POWER 
COUPLING? OF COURSE. 
> I SAW IT BEFORE 


YEAH, ONE DAY 
YOU'RE GOING 


YEAH, MAN, NOT 
MUCH, THOUGH. 
WE SHOULD'VE 
FIGURED IT OUT 
FASTER. 


YOU SAW IT... 
LIKE TWELVE 


--WE WOULDN'T 
EVEN BE UP HERE 
NOW. I NEVER SAID 
THAT, BRO...JUST 
RELAX. WE STILL 


THAT'S AL 
YOU, MAN. 


YOU REALLY 
THINK HE'LL 
SEE IT? 


IF HE'S 
LOOKING 
OVER THIS 
WAY, YEAH. 


TS GOOD 

WORK. REAL 

PROUD OF 
YOu. 


< fa] MICHAEL AND 
7 f | NATHAN ROOK. 


гр“ 





| ረመ 
: j HILLMAN MAGNET SCHOOL 
& TECHNICAL ACADEMY. 

THE HILL. GOTHAM. 





HOW 
LONG HAS 
IT BEEN...? 


YOU GOTTA 
BELIEVE, 
BRO. 


THIS IS THE 
HILL, MAN. TODAY, 
TOMORROW, 


YOU DO KNOW 
YOUR SECONDARY 
POWER COUPLING IS 
MISALIGNED BY 
EIGHT DEGREES? 


YEAH, 
BATMAN...WE KNEW. 
THAT'S WHY MY BROTHER 
WAS SO CONCERNED. WE 
THOUGHT IT WOULD ONLY 
STAY LIT FOR ANOTHER 
HALF HOUR OR SO. 





you 
REMEMBER THE 
TIME I SAID WHEN 
YOU ASKED ME TEN 
MINUTES AGO? IT'S 


TEN MINUTES RIGHT 


THIS 5 
IMPRESSIVE WORK, 
GENTLEMEN. 


WHOAS THAT" 
SOME BLACK OPS 
TYPE STUFF, МАМ. 

HOW'D YOU-- 


SORRY IF WE TOOK YOU 
OUT OF YOUR WAY, BUT 
WE GOT A PROBLEM HERE, 
AND IT'S SEEMING LESS 
LIKE A HILL PROBLEM, AND 
MORE LIKE A BATMAN 
PROBLEM. 


ММ SO YOU GONNA HELP, 
Й OR DO WE GOTTA DO 
Й THAT BY OURSELVES 


“SOMEBODY'S 
SNATCHING OUR 
"| PEOPLE RIGHT OFF 
225 
BODY'S ро чтв NOT JUST KIDS OUR 
ANYTHING!" 3 AGE EITHER--DON'T THINK 
WE GOT SOME EPIDEMIC 
OF MIDDLE-AGED MOMS 
AND DADS JUST RUNNIN’ 
OFF WITHOUT SAYING 
NOTHING. 


“OUR FAVE TEACHER, 
ME. MARSHALL, THE 
MAN WHO TAUGHT US THE 
THINGS WE NEEDED TO 
BUILD THIS SIGNAL LIGHT... 


“HE DISAPPEARED LAST 

WEEK, AND IF YOU KNOW 

ANYTHING ABOUT HIM, 

YOU KNOW THAT'S NOT-- 
IT'S NOT--" 


“OUR MAN WAS 
TAKEN, BATMAN. 
SOMEBODY 
TOOK HIM.” 


“WE RETRACED HIS STEPS, 
AND FOUND HIM HEADING 
TO THAT OLD COMMUNITY 
CENTER ON PARKWAY 
COURT ALONG WITH--MAN, 
A LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE. 
WE CALLED OUT TO HIM, 
AND HE DIDN'T EVEN TURN 
OUR WAY.” 


“DUDE WAS LIKE 
HYPNOTIZED. NE 
FOUND THE CIRCUIT 

BOARD IN THE PLACE'S 
DUMPSTER.” 


“NO TELLING WHATS 
GOING ON IN THERE-- 
STOLEN GOODS, 
EXPERIMENTS, WE DON'T 
EVEN KNOW--BUT IT AIN'T 
GOOD, AND IT АМТ 

OUR FAULT- 





BATMAN. FANCY 
MEETING YOU HERE. 
I'VE BEEN OH SO 
CURIOUS HOW MUCH 
TIME I HAD. 


TRUE? MY WORK HERE HAS 
CONTINUED AT GREAT PACE 
FOR WEEKS ON END, AND 
I SUSPECTED THAT IT 

١ WOULD ALL ALONG. 


Ў ፐ ሀ WHY 
THE CHOICES 
MADE WERE THE 
CHOICES MADE, 
MY FRIEND. 


WE KNOW 
PRECISELY WHERE THE Ч 
BATMAN GOES, AND WE 

KNOW PRECISELY / 
WHERE ДЕ. DOES 4% 


TH 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR MUCH MISCHIEF-- 
FOR EXPERIMENTATION, 
ARE RIFE, BATMAN. 
RIFE. 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO KNOW ALL THAT 
TVE DISCOVERED WHILE 
YOU'VE BEEN SO VERY 
FAR AWAY? 


FELLOWS... 
SHOW THE CAPED 
CRUSADER HOW THE 
HATTER MAKES A 
MAN'S MIND MINE/ 





TO HURT YOU. THE 
CRIMES HE FORCED 
YOU TO COMMIT 
WERE NOT YOUR 


" THIS WILL 
NEVER HAPPEN 
AGAIN. 


AND HE'S 
GETTING 
AWAY. 





TH 
HILLS GOT 
A MESSAGE 
FOR YOU. 


YEAH, MAN, WE 

DON'T WANT ТО ШШ 

SEE YOU DOWN МИ 

HERE ANYMORE. | 
NOT FOR 


WE'RE TALKING 


ABOUT FOREVER, 
MR. HAT. 


“OR IT WON'T 
JUST BE THE BAT 
YOU'VE GOTTA 
WORRY ABOUT...” 





YOUR TEACHER AND 
THE OTHERS WILL 
BE FINE--EVERYTHING 
TAKEN GOES 
BACK. 


CAREFUL 
WITH THE 
HAT. 


IF IT LEAVES HIS 
HEAD FOR MORE 
THAN 42 SECONDS, IT 
SENDS OUT A PULSE 
THAT САМ SHATTER 
EARDRUMS. 


HE MADE IT FOR 
ME, AND THE FIRST 
RESPONDERS...THEY 

ALWAYS TAKE THE 

HAT OFF FIRST. 


THAT'S 
VERY GOOD, 
MICHAEL. POLICE 
ARE ON THEIR 


MAKE SURE. 
| TONIGHT, AND 
THE ONES 
АРТЕК. 


ФС? MESSED 
UP. YOU СОТ 
SOME MINIATURIZED 
SOUND BAFFLES IN 
YOUR COWL? 


RIGHT ON, 
AND YOU KNOW-- 
YOU NEED ANY NEW 
KOBINS ON THE 
HILL, YOU KNOW 
WHERE TO FIND A 
COUPLE... 
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“NO AMOUNT OF TRAINING 
PREPARES YOU FOR AN 
EXPERIENCE LIKE THAT.” 


`] WOULD SIN, RELIEF. ISN'T 
THAT WHAT YOURE SUPPOSED 

ME TO (6. WHEN THE BATMAN 

COMES TO RESCUE NOU?” 


| |, 
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“BUT THEN--THE BATMAN THREW 
Te, OTHER GIANT BAT INTO 

КЕ OF THE COLUMNS. THE 
ENTIRE BALCONN 008 48567, | 


“WAN T SEE IT, 
BATMAN ALMOST 
KILLED US.” 


*NO--NO. THE SUSPECT WAS ALMOST 
ON THE ATTENDEES, BATMAN DID 
WHAT HE HAD ТА pe TO KEEP HIM 


AWAY, THE BALCONY FALLING DOWN, 
d THAT'S PURELY COINCIDENTAL." 


WAN SAFER IF የ 


мект FOR ዘዘ.” 
یک‎ NS 


"ALL OF THEM 
@ | COULD Have DIED 
Y IF IT WASN'T FOR 
/ HIM." 
/ A E < 
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WHAT WE 
ARE DEALING WITH YOUR 
HERE IS SOME SORT MEMORIES, YOUR 
OF COGNITIVE REALITIES, ARE... 
DISTORTION. 


AN 
IRRATIONAL INSPIRING 
THOUGHT FEAR PREVENTS 
PATTERN. RATIONAL 
THINKING. 





THIS ONLY CONFIRMS 
MY THEORY ABOUT THIS 


„LIKE THE ABUSED КОБА, 
BECOMING THE ABUSER, 2 
WHO NEEDS ТО REPLICATE 
AND INFLICT ONTO OTHERS ONE 
THE HORRORS HE LIVED QUESTION 


THROUGH. 


17 How LONG 
BEFORE НЕ LOSES У 
THE BATTLE FOR 
SANITY? 


«SHOULD 
BE CAUTIOUS 
THAT IN THE 
PROCESS.., 


ቓ | 


‘Cas ES 
> 2 < 
^E SN 


«INTO A 
MONSTER. 
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„НЕ DOES = 
NOT TURN 


HIMSELF... | ЕМ D. 
















THERE'S 
NO TIME... 


AN INNOCENT 5 
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LATE. 


1 \ ЕТІС 
o ED "ELLE : 
M I PRAY I'M Vin | 
D NOT TOO NY IS 
IN THE 


















THE FIRST LINE је V у. 

OF DEFENSE FOR (55) а us 
THE CHESSMEN · = 
BLANC. vn 









AS USELESS 
= AS THEIR NAME 
ti IMPLIES. 





[үка Zus. 1 
TOO BUSY 
ENDLESSLY 
SCHEMING. 
a а 


THE FOOLS 
DON'T SEE 
ME COMING. 


TO MOVE 


QUICKLY. 














የ THESE m WA 


| EARNED THEIR 
\ POSITION. 


NS ER = እነ 
SKILLED AND 
FEARLESS. THEY | 
MAKE THEIR \ 


MOVE... 









| ur p 
IT'S NOT - 
ENOUGH! 








ኒ 
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GIVE 
МЕ THE BOY 
BEFORE IT'S 
TOO LATE. 


QUEEN’S 
GAMBIT? 














TIME ТО 
CONCEDE, 
BATMAN? 





WHAT?! ) | 
2 > 









) г А j 4 
— m ..ANDFORWE | 
THEY HAVE | A REVENGE. | 


COME FOR 
Я THEIR STOLEN 
у PRINCE... 
е 


у к ፳ сы ir 
ጋር. | А ВІООРВАТН 
ሠ ENSUES... 





IF WE.CAN MAKE 

IT TO THE SIDE 

WINDOW, WE'RE 
FREE. 






N Ў 


THE ENDGAME 





FOR WEEKS NOW, 

YOUNG GIRLS HAVE 
BEEN DISAPPEARING 

OFF THE STREETS. 


A NEW PLAGUE TO THIS ረ 
CITY, BUT STRUGGLE /2 THE FEAR IS FAMILIAR ALSO 


FAMILIAR IN GOTHAM: IN THIS DARK CAPITAL. 


LIKE MONSTERS OF THE DEEP 


AS FAMILIAR AS 


JOHN А JAMES HARREN artist THE CREATURE 
TOM NAPOLITANO 8 
BEN ABERNATHY & DAVE WIELGOSZ 0 EMELE 


WATCHES, 
AND DOES... 


NOTHING. 





IM 
SORRY РОК N 
THE COLD DOWN 
HERE, DARLING. 
BASEMENTS ARE 
LIKE THAT. I DON’T 
WANT YOU 
TO WORRY, 


THOUGH... _ 


= : 2 WERE, LET Y 
wine HAVE A ME GET THIS. 


еа په‎ SOMEBODY 
br ESE - UNTIE HER 


THEY BROUGHT ME HERE, 
REMEMBER? 


SOMEBODY 
GET ል 
BLANKET. 












































SHE’S IN 
SHOCK. 


YOU EVER 
GET TIRED OF 
THIS? PULLING 
GIRLS OFF THE 

STREET? 


22522 


I DON’T Ч 
GET TIRED 
OF THE 


AAA 


YouR CulT 
OF VIOLATION, W 
у YOUR SADISTIC 
А REIGN, ENDS! ў 


2, | 
FROM THIS 
TIME FORTH, 
MY THOUGHTS 
BE BLOODY, ок. 
BE NOTHING 





DAMMIT, 
KARLO, YOU 
WERE SUPPOSED 
TO LOCATE THE 
GIRLS AND FREE 
THEM, GET THEM 
OUT OF HARM’S 
WAY. 


THOSE WERE 
THE TERMS OF 


UNDERSTOOD 
THAT. 





B HISTORY WITH 
ha STRASSER. 


0 + 0 ጋ я O 

25 WI PUT MY NAME То A 

Boa ከፈል 7 THREE-PICTURE DEAL 
ARTIST--AND WITH GLOBE STUDIOS 
HUMAN’ HEAD STRASSER. 


Ф 0 
“BuT, Too, A FooL oF 
„Ми OWN MAKING. 


“Go т SANG 
NOT MERELY FOR 
MY SUPPER. I SANG 





I Come 
FoR HIM, THAT 
B HIS HEELS MAY 
KICK UP AT 4 
HEONEN-- መ 


ም -zAND THAT wee 
23 не ¿ou may e 
ВЕ ልዕ DAMN'D AND ቺ 
BLACK AS HELL-- А 
WHERETO IT 


ji 


THIS, MY PENANCE-- 
FOR THE CONFEDERACY I 
ENABLED--To ACCOMPLISH 
پا‎ FINAL JUSTICE AGAINST 
YouR MALIGNANCE, 





DID YOU A FAST- 
THINK I'D COME ACTING 
UNPREPARED, CHEMICAL 
KARLO?! HARDENING 
AGENT. 





HOW FAST, 
BATMAN? 


I WILL 
HAVE SUCH 
REVENGES 

ON You 


HAD THY 
BRETHREN 
HERE-- 


NOT REVENGE 
SUFFICIENT 
FoR МЕ. 


<= 


Он, 
THANK GOD! 
THANK GOD 
YOU CAME, 

BATMAN. 


WHAT GOD 
DO YOU THINK 
HEARS YOU, 

N STRASSER? 


THESE MONTHS OF 
ABDUCTIONS, FINALLY 
OVER. ALL THOSE POOR 
GIRLS FREE FROM YOU 
AND YOUR VILE 
“COLLEAGUES.” 


IF 
ANY PRAYERS 
WERE ANSWERED 
TONIGHT, THEY 
WEREN'T 
YOURS. 


PRISON! ABSOLUTELY. 
А BUT NOT LIKE 71 
TRAPPED INSIDE 
СА, THIS...THING. 
бм 4 


ТНЕ 
POLICE WILL 
BE HERE 
SOON. 





Out of ALL the 
black and whites 1 
took of him, THIS 

is my favorite. 


The real one is long 
gone, sold for seven 
figures at auction. 
This is just a print. 


It's not the 
most famous one 
I took. That was 

the FIRST one. 


You know it: the Dark Knight swinging 

toward our rooftop, cape billowing out 

like bat wings, holding that small-time 

crook under his left arm...(That crook, 

Henry Clay, is still living off the fame 
of the snap.) 
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No, my FAVORITE...is this one. 
The first night the SIGNAL was used. 
EN I remember it like yesterday. None of 
шы us knew what to expect but JIM... 
he was hopeful. We were ALL hopeful. 
Starting something new together. 


N 


Ши | 

ТИТИ. ^ I was a forensic 
ОН ü ЧИН! photographer, one year in. 
I used a shutter button 
Е so 1 could be in the pic. 


22 шинж” 
„a That's me, just to the 
right of the signal... 


is 
| 
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ids’ 
for 
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T up 


me scene. 
© 
‚ taking 


got se 
as a photojournalist. 


year 
5 this 
1 
and that 


A 
Joker attack on a k 
g Jim, he let 
me stay on, work as the 


GCPD's bat-photog for a 


ኮመር ርር 


ics. 
[ 
thin 
Batman. 


He called me 
1٩٩٢٢ ٣ 
And that became 

El 
pictures of 


ital and 
Jim bein 
my 


forens' 
and there wa 


I didn’t last lon 
[ 
was all she wrote 


me and cri 
while, until 1 
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in 


hosp 
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1 may have taken 
more pictures of him 
than anyone. I'm not 


Over the years I've sold shots 
of Batman to every paper in 
the city. My favorite is the 

багетте, as they do the least 

tailoring. The first few years, 
I ONLY sold to them. 


But then I met Hazel. We 
moved to Kane County. 
Had Junior. And 1 became 
less idealistic about 
where my pics ended up. 


The Herald paid the most, 

but was the worst. They’d 
darken my work so much I 
barely recognized it. Always 

screaming about “Batman‏ لټ 
the villain.”‏ > 


On the 
other hand, the 
Ч Weekly heroized 
him. Made my 
pics angelic. 


у ua 
H 


А 


( 


1 
4 
But it’s amazing how ONE image can 
take on so many different meanings, || 
often at odds with each other. 


Sometimes I'd even sell to the |: 
Caves, the underground zine, all 
ፍጫ conspiracies about him, who ће is. 


N | ГЕТТО] 


| ч 1 told myself, “I took 


the real picture. Whatever it 
becomes...out of my hands.” 
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Over the ten years we had [ 
together, Hazel bought back |- 


I’ve been 
thinking about 
that a lot lately, 
contradictions. 
Different ways 
of seeing. 


A month ago I started falling 
down in Тһе middle of the 
day. Turned out to be what 
you'd think. Maybe it was the 
chlorocromate, maybe it was 
the smoking. Either way. 


Hazel is gone three years. 
Junior is two oceans away. 


TIN 
a 
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And during the past weeks, 
I've been looking back at ту 
life’s work, reconsidering. 


I thought they were objective but 
now they all seem charged with mixed 
: meanings. I can't see them clearly, 
free of how they were presented. 


Admiration, 
accusation...I can't 
tell what they mean 
anymore. What any 

of it means. 





ЖӨН I tried to be a good husband. A good 
DY father. But all these moments, colored 
differently by time... how do they add 

up? What do I look like? Really? 


nn 00 + Е 
፳፪ They're doing а retrospective of my EZ 
nm work. Shutterbat. Before I kick it. F 















Which is why I came 
back HERE tonight. 






To ask him, which ones are you? 
How do you see yourself? You who 
I've taken thousands of pictures 
of. What would YOUR choice be? 


1133XX а 


اسم ርርና ት‏ و 






There's a fireworks display 
going off right now, to honor 
the city's tercentenary, so I 
don't feel so bad about pulling 
Batman away for a moment. 
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SUI PAE 
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But see, І screwed 
up. The exertion of 
climbing the steps, 
the light, the heat... 





= 
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My camera went 
off as 1 did 


As he caught me 1 
tried to ask, how 
do YOU see it all? 
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r work, 


you 
ተ the words out. 





When I woke up, I 
was back in my bed. 


My camera 
beside me. 


My picture. The original. 

How he got it from the 

Waynes, I don’t know, 

but there it was, with a 

certificate of ownership, 
given to me. 


I like to think that this 
was his answer. Not just 
for him, but for me. 


Because despite it all, 
even after all these 
years, all the horrors, 
the disappointments, 
the mistakes, that’s 
the picture. It HAS to 
be. For him, yes, but 
for me too. 


Standing there at 
our most hopeful, 
trying something 
bold together. Every 
hight a chance to 
see it all anew. 
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N BLACK WHITE #1. 
Г TONY S. DANIEL 





THE CELEBRATED ANTHOLOGY SERIES 


RETURNS! 


The Eisner Award-winning series returns for its fifth incarnation with thirty stunning stories, twelve pinups, 







and more than two dozen covers from Batman Black € White #1-6 (2020) featuring the work of some of the most 
acclaimed creators in comics: 
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